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Trick or Treat 
Fall is in the air and at my house we have begun asking the annu-

al question: “What do you want to be for Halloween?”  Having 

grown up in the 80’s I was there for all the Satanic Panic and the 

various denunciations of Halloween by Christians and all the al-

ternative Harvest Festivals and Hell Houses.  Many of which I 

think did more harm than good.  Halloween, for all its trappings, 

has less to do with Satan than Easter has to do with fertility god-

desses.  As with lots of things in modern America, it has been 

stripped down to meaningless tradition, and in this case I am fine 

with it.  Let people dress up.  Give kids candy.  Decorate and lis-

ten to “The Monster Mash” and have fun.  It is harmless. 
 

It is an illusion we buy into.  Safe scares.  Playing pretend.  We all 

know that there is nothing that can hurt us in a scary movie.  It is 

cathartic, it gives us a release and then it is over.  No one was ever 

really in danger.  No one was really hurt.   
 

There are illusions we buy into, however, that are dangerous.  

There are things we should fear and we do not.  There are things 

we have been told to fear and we should not.  We have been 

tricked into believing a bucket of wet grapes are eyeballs and that 

the old abandoned summer camp is a good place to hang out.  
 

We have been tricked into believing that people who are different 

are dangerous.  That because the look different, worship differ-

ent, live different that they are somehow abominations, rapists, 

murderers, and terrorists.  Because of the trick we treat them as 

inhuman.   
 

We have been tricked into believing that economic prosperity is a 

sign of virtue.  If you have money you are good and if you have 

none you have done something wrong.  We forget the lessons of 

the prophets and the laments of the psalmists that tell us it is 

likely the other way around.  We have been told material wealth 

is worth sacrificing anything to get.  So we do.  The land, the sea, 

the animals, our integrity, our children. 

(continued on next page) 



• Jay Trammel—passed away 

• John Trammel—continued prayers 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers 

• Joan Moran (Janica’s aunt)—fractured hip, looking for nursing home 

• Karen Hinkle (former First Baptist member)—has Alzheimer’s, not doing well 

• Leo (Randy’s student)—has leukemia 

• Caleigh (Les’ Grand-daughter)—fell 3 stories, in bad shape with broken bones and 

other things; UPDATE: at home and doing well 

• Conli Walworth (friend of one of Barb’s grand-daughters)–12 years old, stage 4 spinal 

cancer; UPDATE: tumor shrunk, back to school, uses a walker at school 

• Joyce Metz (Les’ friend in Florida)—stage 4 cancer, not doing well, in hospice 

• Leonardo (Les’ Gideon friend’s grandson)—6 months old, has very large brain tumor 

We have been tricked into believing that nothing can be done about the evil of this 

world.  Things are the way they are and the world is too big and complicated and we 

are too powerless to even try.  Anyone who does try is a fool or a puppet of someone 

with and agenda.  If that were true then Jesus died for nothing, there is no Holy Spirit, 

and I am of all men most miserable.  
 

Tricks are fine.  Illusion is fine.  Pretend is fine.  All so long as we known the difference 

between reality and the game.  
 

If we cannot tell the difference between the mask and the monster or between the 

hype and the hero then we are trapped.   
 

How do we know the truth?  If it tells us to love it is of God.  If it tells us to take care of 

creation it is of God.  If it tells us that people are valuable it is of God.  If it tells us to 

hope it is of God. 
 

Fear is not of God.  Hate is not of God.  Selfishness is not of God.  Despair is not of 

God. 
 

So what will it be?  
 

Trick or Treat? 
 

—Pastor Scott 



 

at Byron Health Center 
Date:  Monday October 28th 

                                   Time:  1:30 PM 
 

It’s time for our annual Bingo game at Byron Health Center, sponsored by Church 

Women United. We need helpers to assist the residents with playing Bingo, hand out 

prizes, and serve snacks. We are the only church going so we need a lot of prizes, and 

pudding and juice for snacks. If you can’t physically be there to volunteer, we need 

donations of Bingo prizes and money to purchase snacks. You may drop off dona-

tions in the church office or give to Phyllis Arvola. The types of prizes the residents 

like are cans of pop, snacks, quarters, socks, hand lotion, greeting cards, stuffed ani-

mals, jewelry, etc. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY—OCTOBER 20 

 

“SAVE THE DATE”!!!  If you’ve been invited to a wedding in the last several years 

you have most likely received one of these cards 9-12 months before the wedding! 

 

For many of us, in the “olden days”, the invitations went out 3 weeks before the big 

day and you hoped and prayed that the amount of food prepared for the reception 

was equal to the number of guests that showed up.  Sometimes that worked and 

sometimes it didn’t! 

 

The key words here are “being prepared”.  In the coming days, you will receive a let-

ter containing your annual “Estimate of Giving” card.  Please prayerfully consider 

your 2020 giving NOW so that we can continue to invest in our own congregation 

and whatever new ventures God lays before us.   

 

Pastor Scott will be sharing a Stewardship Message 

with us on October 20th. 

 

—Susan Elser 



 

 
 

 

It’s Shoebox Time 
 

We will be setting up for filling the shoeboxes on Tuesday, November 12th starting at 10 am. 

Then we will fill the boxes on Wed., Thurs., Fri. and Sat. Nov. 13, 14, 15 and 16 – 10 am to 4 

pm each day. 

 

Not only do the children get a shoebox full of gifts and needed items, they receive The Greatest 

Journey discipleship program that takes a child with an open heart through the entire Gospel, 

teaching them the truths of God and giving them tools to share their faith with family and friends.  

 

Let us pray for a successful completion of the shoebox project for this year.  Thank you to everyone 

in advance for their part in this wonderful program. 

 

Sharon  

Thank you to all the ladies that came out to help prepare items for the shoeboxes  

during our three shoeboxes preparation dates in September. 

 

 



One of the young church members that Fort Wayne Baptist Church has invested in by 

giving a scholarship for college, has joined the Peace Corps for a 2 year volunteer as-

signment to Indonesia. 

 

Tagay Htoo graduated from the University of  Southern Indiana in 

May 2019, after been given a yearly scholarship from FWBC.  She left 

Fort Wayne on September 18th to go to Philadelphia for orientation be-

fore heading to Indonesia.  She will be assisting teachers in schools in 

Indonesia. 

 

—Neil and Diana Sowards 

Friends of Burma has a display of Burmese art in the cases on the second floor of the 

downtown library from October 1st thru December 31st. 

 

—Neil Sowards 

Wednesday October 16th at 6:00 pm we are hosting a missionary couple during 

the bible study. There will be a meal as usual and they will be speaking.  Please come 

out in support of our missionaries. 

 

Debby and Kyle serve the Thai Karen Baptist Con-

vention (TKBC) Siloam Bible Institute in Chiang 

Mai, Thailand, where they work in pastoral educa-

tion and leadership development. Young people 

from the Karen ethnic group attend the school with 

the goal of following the call of God on their lives to 

be pastors and evangelists among the Karen villages 

in the hills of Thailand. Kyle is also involved in con-

tinuing education with TKBC pastors and evangelists. Debby is providing worship 

leadership to conferences in the area and helping with the English language program 

at Siloam. The Witmers continue discipleship with their own children through home-

schooling.  



SAVE THE DATE….  

Saturday, Nov 9……5 pm 

 

The Pathfinders Class annual chili 

supper and craft auction will be 

held on November 9th. Free chili sup-

per will be held at 5-6 and auction will 

begin at 6.  The auction goes until we 

run out of items to sell.  All the monies 

made from the auction goes to mis-

sions…local, statewide, country and in-

ternational.  Come for the evening, have 

chili and join in the fun of the auction.  

We have a lot of fun and you can end up 

with some nice Christmas presents for 

family and friends. 

Janica has started a new Sunday School 

class for young adults. It meets in room 

101.  If you are experiencing new changes 

in your life, whether it be marriage, a baby, 

moving, new job, etc, please come and join 

Janica on Sunday mornings for discussion 

and biblical reflections. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays 9:00-1:30 

Tuesdays 9:00-5:00 

Wednesdays 12:00-5:00 

Thursdays 9:00-5:00 

Fridays 9:00-5:00 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

Once again we will host Trunk or Treat 

on our parking lot on Thursday, Oct 31st 

from 5:30-7:30 pm. Plan to arrive 

around 4:30 or 5:00 to set up. 

 

We need at least ten cars to host this an-

nual event.  A sign up sheet is on the 

bulletin board outside the office.  Some 

people even bring two cars. 

 

Dress up your car.  Dress up your-

self.  Dress up your pets (it's been done 

previously).  Dress up your spouse. 

 

Come prepared to hand out your favor-

ite treat - candy, popcorn, books, bal-

loons, stickers, fruit, or be creative.  You 

can plan on around 200+ kids to show 

up.  Come join the fun. 

NOTE: If you would like the newsletter to be 

emailed to you each month, please either email  

Janet at fortwaynebaptist@gmail.com or contact 

the church office. 



Fort Wayne Baptist Church  
October 2019 

 
 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
6:00 PM  
Dine Lite 

3 
1:00 PM 
G.G.G. 
 
 

4 
10:00 AM 
Prayer  
Network 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour  
Helpers—
Pathfinders 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY  
JIM & PEGGY 
RYAN!! 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
6:00 PM  
Dine Lite 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
SUSAN  
WALLIS!! 

10 
 

11 
10:00 AM 
Prayer  
Network 
 
6:00 PM 
Small Group 
 

12 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
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HAPPY 
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JIM RYAN!! 

29 30 
6:00 PM  
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