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The Best Gift 
In our world today there are 

many occasions for gift giving, 

where obligation requires the 

giving and receiving of gifts. It 

varies from person to person, of 

course, from family to family to 

school to office to community. 

Nevertheless, there are very few 

of us who are not obligated—this time of year especially, but 

throughout the year—to give a gift, and, perhaps not as many, 

that feel we are owed a gift. You may claim that you do not ever 

feel like you are owed a gift, but how would you feel if that certain 

person did not get you anything, nor even acknowledge that a gift 

might be expected? As if you, the day, or occasion might pass un-

remarked and unobserved.  

 

No. If we are honest, we understand that to various degrees, there 

are societal and personal expectations that bind us in a web of gift 

giving.  

 

This leads to some of the worst gifts: the ones no one really wants 

and yet with which stores are full. Things that do nothing more 

than the minimum, acknowledge the obligation and expectation 

of gift giving. Even the horrible ones that were at least intentional 

are better than that, like Ralphie’s bunny suit in A Christmas Sto-

ry. We may rid ourselves of them as quickly as possible, but at 

least they are not so forgettable that they get held to be given to 

some other obligated recipient next year. 

 

The best gifts are the unexpected ones: the ones that come from 

places unexpected or in degree unprecedented and totally unde-

served. The ones that are so overwhelmingly thoughtful and per-

fect that they become truly remarkable. Heartbreakingly wonder-

ful.  

(continued on next page) 



It is hard for those of us who have grown up Christians in a nominally Christian cul-

ture to understand that we have been given such a gift.  

 

’Tis the reason for the season, right?  

 

Jesus was a gift that could not truly have been expected. Prophecies and wise men not-

withstanding, who could have really comprehended what was being offered?   

 

Jesus was a gift totally unprecedented, unrepeatable, and most importantly of all, un-

deserved.  

 

Can you imagine the enormity of this gift? Can you feel it? 

 

The godhead encased in a baby’s wide and glowing eyes. Infinity bound in blurry vi-

sion, chubby fingers, and uncontrolled bowels. Then, later, the Wisdom that made the 

universe compressed and parceled out in stories and sayings, like a digitized version of 

the Library of Congress being buffered to flash up line for line on pager from 1994. 

Then, later still, not just Life but Existence Himself doing the unthinkable and Dying a 

horrific death. The unsundering of divine-human relationship. The rebuilding of hu-

man purpose, of human wholeness, and the re-creation of our world.  

 

The best gifts, the very best gifts, are the ones we did not know we needed, or even ex-

isted, until we have them. 

 

Jesus, our best gift. 

 

 —Pastor Scott 

Continue to join us for sermons and bible studies 

from the comfort and safety of your home!  

 

https://fortwaynebaptist.com/blog/ 



• The country and world during the corona virus pandemic 

• The family of Marvel Powell as they grieve her passing on November 17th 

• Charlie Powell—in hospital with COVID-19 and other medical concerns 

• Brenda Edwards and her family as they grieve the passing of her mother 

• Larry Bailey—continued recovery, back at home 

• Les Roberson—had a reaction to a new medication 

• Nancy Noak 

• Hti Mu 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—has been admitted to care 

• Brandon Hudson (Scott’s former pastor)—recovering well from heart surgery 

• Jeremy Gray (Scott's Cousin)—needs liver transplant 

• June Smith (Scott’s brother’s mother-in-law)—cancer 

• Maureen Nichols (Janica's Aunt)—stage 4 pancreatic cancer has spread to her liver, 

planning chemo but no surgery.  

• John Trammel—continued prayers 

Great news for Colin Haines! He was recently contacted by well known folk artist 

Tom Brosseau to play the autoharp on his radio program. Tom Brosseau is a singer 

and guitarist from North Dakota who has a weekly radio program “Great American 

Folk Show”, which is heard on Prairie Public Radio. Mr. Brosseau was impressed with 

Colin’s talent when he saw him performing on Facebook. The program will air De-

cember 6 at 5:00 pm CT, the same day Colin will be performing at the Sweetwater 

Christmas Recital. However, due to the pandemic, only four family members can at-

tend. Hopefully, next year will be different and we can all attend and support Colin in 

his love for music. 

 

De Stoner 



 

1,090!!! 1,090 children around the world will be blessed by the gracious 

work of the people of Fort Wayne Baptist Church! With the generous as-

sistance of many volunteers over a span of four days, we filled 1,090 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. That is a new record for 

FWBC and during such a critical year as 2020 at a time when it’s needed 

most. Thank you to all the volunteers who either donated their time or 

financial gifts for this worthy cause. Check out our Facebook page for 

more pictures. 



It’s time to start thinking about donating a poinsettia  

to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.  

We invite you to bring your poinsettias in on December 13th or 20th.  

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays 12:00-5:00 

Tuesdays 9:00-5:00 

Wednesdays 12:00-5:00 

Thursdays 9:00-5:00 

Fridays 9:00-5:00 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering 2020 
This holiday season as we are busy shopping for Christmas presents for loved ones and preparing 

our holiday meals, don’t forget to also take care of our Retired Ministers and Missionaries through 

the RMMO offering we participate in every December into January. We will have envelopes on the 

table outside of the sanctuary for submission into the offering plate or you are welcome to mail a 

check with “RMMO” in the memo line. Your gift will be especially appreciated by the retired minis-

ters and missionaries during such a trying year as 2020. Thank you.  

 

The roots of the RMMO originated in the mid-1930s, when American Baptist congregations re-

ceived a Communion Fellowship Offering on the first Sunday of each month to support retired min-

isters, missionaries, their widowed spouses and elderly clergy within their churches. The long-

standing tradition of the RMMO established in 1977 supports ministers, missionaries and their 

widowed spouses who have devoted 15 years or more to ABCUSA. This year’s theme, Honoring the 

Service of God’s Servants uplifts the generosity, grace and tireless work of retired ministers, mis-

sionaries and their widowed spouses and families who have dedicated their lives to serving the 

body of Christ.  
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