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Bible Study—2:00 PM 

Freedom to Be 

Let me tell you the story of a 

friend of mine named Michael.  

Michael was born after World 

War 2 in Ukraine.  Like most 

who were born during that time 

and in that place, his early life 

was difficult.  However, Michael 

was smart and excelled at school 

and was able to earn academic 

distinction.  He was admitted to 

a civil engineering program where he also succeeded.  Michael, 

however, was different from his classmates.  He did not socialize.  

He went straight to school and straight home.  He kept to himself.  

In fact, other than his interest in a choir dedicated to traditional 

folk music, he did not seem to have any sort of personal life at all.  

He was beyond just shy or private; he walked the fine line be-

tween being secretive and suspicious in Soviet Ukraine.  

 

You see, Michael had a secret.  A dark secret.  One that, if known, 

would have ended his career, leaving only the most basic of man-

ual labor to make a living.  He would have been ostracized from 

most society and, depending on the prevailing cultural and politi-

cal trends of any given moment, possibly faced attack, imprison-

ment, or worse.  This was, after all, Soviet-occupied Ukraine, and 

people who varied too much from the model citizen occasionally 

disappeared for no discernable reason.   

 

Michael’s great secret?  He was Baptist.  

 

 

(continued on next page) 



He was from a family of Ukrainian Baptists, who could trace their traditions back hun-

dreds of years.  That choir he attended?  That was their church.  Their traditional folk 

songs were native hymns.  Sure, the secret police probably knew all about it, but so 

long as they kept their mouth shut and no one made a big deal about who they were, 

and no one tried to convert anyone, they could be left alone.  Until someone had a rea-

son to not leave them alone.  Like an official who had a bad day.  

 

Michael was persecuted for what he was.  He had nothing more than the right to exist, 

and some years, that was precarious.  He and his family were persecuted and op-

pressed in a way that no Baptist has been in the US since 1791.  Someone criticizing 

what you believe, someone disagreeing with you, someone not doing what you want—

none of these things are persecution.  None of them are what Michael faced.   

 

No, what Michael faced has been reserved from homosexuals, communists, and people 

of color.  People who, like Michael, did not fit into the image of the model citizen. This 

is in spite of the fact that we have laws to protect such people and the way they choose 

to express themselves and live their lives, but we seem to be able to find loopholes, not 

just in our laws, but in our values.  

 

So, this Fourth of July while you celebrate your freedom, be thankful you have never 

faced the kind of life Michael had to face.  Despite what some people say, you are not 

facing persecution for being a Christian now, nor are you likely to face such in future.  

However, there are those who do, and have, and will continue to do so: people who 

live not that far from you, people you pass every day, people you may know who are 

hiding their own secrets. While you celebrate your freedom, remember that it is meas-

ured by the freedom of the least of these, your siblings. 

 

Michael, by the way, became the first president of a Baptist seminary in Ukraine and a 

national leader in Christian life.  It is amazing what happens when people have just 

the freedom to be.  

 

—Pastor Scott 

 

 



• Burma 
 

• Julie Robinson 
 

• Don Schaab—continued prayers 
 

• Les Roberson—continued prayers 
 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 
 

• Dick Plumb—cirrhosis of the liver  
 

• Susan Elsar—stitches out from shoulder surgery, 4 more weeks of sling 
 

• Rick (Nancy Noak’s brother-in-law)—aggressive skin cancer 
 

• Jim Brown (Joyce’s cousin)—below knee amputation 
 

• Brenda Routhier—surgery on tumor on foot 
 

• Karen Perault—treatment this week for bulging discs 
 

• David Carter—epilepsy, to be hospitalized for tests 7/12 
 

• Howard Rusk (Randy’s brother)—cancer 
 

• Family of Hti Mu as they grieve her passing 
 

• June Smith (Scott’s brother’s mother-in-law)—more radiation 
 

• Sandra (Susan Elser’s mother-in-law) 
 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers 



 

 

Can you believe it’s July already?  In five short months we will be filling shoeboxes 

again. 

 

Two work days have taken place to unpackage items, wrap items together, and have a 

wonderful time of fellowship.  Our next work days will be Thursday, July 15, 10-3 pm 

and Tuesday, July 27, 10-3 pm.  Bring a sack lunch.  Almost all of the work we do is 

done sitting down so all ages can be very helpful.  We have 15 year olds to 85 year olds.   

Several ladies (and two guys) are busy making hats, purses, marble bags, tic tac toe 

boards, jump ropes, and so many more items. 

 

Packing week will be November 8-13 so mark your calendars now so you don’t miss 

out on all the fun and blessings. 

 

We are always in need on donations-----cash, bar soap, school supplies, small cars, 

washcloths, crayons, coloring books, stuffed animals, actually anything that fits into a 

shoebox. 

 

Since we have been able to track our boxes in the last few years they have gone to: 

2020–South Africa; 2019–Benin (Africa); 2018–Malawi (Africa); 2017–Mexico;  

2016–Columbia South America; and 2015 and 2014–Ukraine (Europe). 

 

We praise God that since 1993 (we’ve been filling boxes since 1995), over 188 million 

children in more than 170 countries and territories have received a shoebox.  In addi-

tion, nearly 27 million children have participated in The Greatest Journey disciple-

ship. 

 

I’m glad that we can be a part of this ministry blessing children, their families and 

friends around the world. 

 

Sharon 



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays 12:00-5:00 

Tuesdays 9:00-5:00 

Wednesdays 12:00-5:00 

Thursdays 9:00-5:00 

Fridays 9:00-5:00 

NOTE: If you would like the newsletter to be emailed to you each month, rather than 

mailed, please either email Janet at fortwaynebaptist@gmail.com or contact the 

church office at 260-744-2373. 

Wednesday Bible Study  

has resumed. 

Note the new time at 2:00 pm.  

Refreshments will be available. 

Pastor Scott is leading a study of C.S. 

Lewis’ book “Mere Christianity”. 

Pastor Scott will be out of town  

July 19-26. 

No Wednesday Bible Study on  

July 21st. 

We will have a guest preacher on  

Sunday July 25th. 

Continue to join us for church activities  

from the comfort and safety of your home!  

 

Thursday—Written Blog 

Available through our website:   

https://fortwaynebaptist.com/blog/ 

 

Friday—Zoom prayer meeting for church members  

(contact Pastor Scott or Janet for more details on how to participate) 
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4 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Communion 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
2:00 PM 
Bible Study 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Noisy Offering 
 

12 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
JANICA 
CARTER!! 

13 
 

14 
2:00 PM 
Bible Study 

15 
10-3 
Shoebox 
Work Day 

16 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
JULIE  
ROBINSON!! 

17 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
VAUNETTA 
BARNHILL!! 

18 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
 

19 
 

20 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
JEFF BUDD!! 
 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
DON & JOYCE 
SCHAAB!! 

21 
NO 
Bible Study 
 

22 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
LARRY & 
JOYCE  
BAILEY!! 

23 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
DICK & CEC 
PLUMB!! 

24 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
JANET 
LEFFEL!! 

25 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 

26 27 
10-3 
Shoebox  
Work Day 

28 
2:00 PM 
Bible Study 

29 30 31 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


