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It is now the sixth week of my time with you as an Interim Pastor. I am so 

very thankful for this opportunity to serve First Baptist Church-Fort Wayne, 

IN. It is amazing to me to be part of a church with 200 years of history in 

Fort Wayne.   

 

These are some of the observations that I have made about First Baptist 

Church. Those with whom I have spoken have a high regard for the mission 

and the vision of Jesus Christ. Like Jesus, the members of First Baptist 

Church “want to be a light in this place (Fort Wayne).” Dr. Bruce Cochrane, 

the Regional Pastor for ABC-In/KY, related to me the ABC denominational 

understanding of congregational life: “First and foremost, ABC Baptist 

churches are MISSION CHURCHES!” When I take that understanding in the 

context of First Baptist Church, again and again I hear ideas and ways that 

First Baptist can be more of a “light in Fort Wayne in Jesus’ name.” 

 

It is my commitment to help shape and guide the leadership and the church 

members and adherents to be better equipped Missionaries to Fort Wayne.  

In doing so, I strongly advocate closer ties between First Baptist and the Bur-

mese Christian Fellowship. Pastor Lincoln and Pastor Min Lwin met with me 

on May 5. This is the start of regular meetings to discuss and plan more in-

teraction between our two congregations. Pastor Lincoln had agreed to par-

ticipate in the Bicentennial Planning Committee which meets again on June 

1 at 10am. Both of our congregations have reason to celebrate being Mission-

aries to Fort Wayne and Burma/Myanmar.   

 

Another great part of our mission is the cooperation with the Boys and Girls 

Club of Fort Wayne. Our neighborhood is enhanced by the presence of the 

Boys and Girls Club. Starting on Monday, June 6 there will be up to 150 chil-

dren from K-3rd grade and 15 adult teachers and other adult teacher’s aides 

in our Christian Education wing and the Isaac McCoy Fellowship Hall! I am 

so excited about the possibilities of greater connections with the Boys and 

Girls Club. I met Sarah, the Director for the Boys and Girls Club on May 23.  

She was here to scope out the needs of furniture, etc for the K-3rd graders.  

She is a former Fort Wayne Community Schools teacher. She loves the mis-

sion of the Boys and Girls Club to help families in our community. I related 

that I have had very positive experiences with the Boys and Girls Club.  

Many single parent family homes in Fort Wayne and Allen County benefit 

from participation with the Boys and Girls Club. 

continued on next page 



• Brian Blair—moved to 5 Star Residencies, continued prayers 

• Les Roberson—moved to Bethlehem Woods, continued prayers 

• Randy Rusk—recovering from hip replacement 

• Phyllis Misener—had knee surgery 

• Charlie Powell—needs two more eye injections, next one 6/15 

• Cec Plumb—having cataracts surgery 

• Don Schaab—upcoming surgery, continued prayers 

• Barb Ramsey—fell at home, is at Lutheran Life Villages for recovery 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 

• Jim Ryan—bone spur 

• Duane Arvola (Janet’s uncle)—has been battling cancer for a couple years, is in the 

hospital in Minnesota 

• Carol (Barb’s daughter)—melanoma on head, 2 lesions on brain, & 2 lesions on 

lung 

• Judy Harrington (Nancy’s friend)—had ovarian cancer surgery 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson) 

• Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers 

Thank you for accepting me as your Interim Pastor. The six years that I enjoyed as a Pulpit Supply 

Pastor has been a great plus in our current relationship. Please pray for me and my wife Jennifer.  

We are renegotiating our lives. It has been 7 years since I was a Pastor. The ministry that I had as a 

Chaplain is much more M-F 0830-1630. 

 

Please know that I pray for and seek your best every day. May God bless the 200th Anniversary cele-

brations that begin on August 3, 2022 at 4pm. More details to come as we get closer to that date!  

More importantly, may God lead and direct us to a future where the light of Jesus Christ shines in 

the city of Fort Wayne and around the world.   

 

Pastor Peter Janzen 



165 days……just 165 days 

 

1.  What is 165 days away? 

 Our week of filling the shoeboxes readying them for shipment to another country. 

 

2.  What needs to be done? 

 Items to purchase, like crayons. The price of crayons has skyrocketed. We would really like to 

put a box of 16 or 24 crayons in each and every shoebox. 

 Continue to make hats. 

 Remove tags from some items, fold socks… 

 Put school kits together. Put soap and washcloth together. Make marble kits. 

 Fold OCC shoeboxes. 

 And many more.  

 

3.  When is our next work day? 

 Thursday, June 2 from 10 am – 3 pm.  We’ve once again combined the work day with GGG 

 Bible Study.  Bring a sack lunch.  Stay for an hour.  Stay for 5.  We can sure use your help. 

 

4.  Do we ever hear from a recipient of a shoebox? 

 As a matter of fact within a week we heard from two recipient families….a 9 year old boy 

 from Kpomasse Abgento Benin and 16 & 10 year old boys from Calavi Benin. 

 

5.  What’s next? 

 My sincere thanks to each and every one of you involved in any way with the shoeboxes.  

 We couldn’t do any of this without everyone’s help. 

 

Children of Benin after receiving shoeboxes  

and going through the 12 lesson Greatest Journey study.   

Note their graduation gowns.  



As of August 3rd of this year, First Baptist Church has had a presence in this area for 200 years.  In 

celebration of this auspicious event, the Celebration Committee has started to plan some special 

events.  

  

August 3rd we would like to have a short service in front of the church to kick off our events.  Sep-

tember we are planning a Founder's Day event at the Fort.  October sees us celebrating our Mission 

Heritage.  November will feature our Shoebox Ministry.  December sees us having a Christmas Din-

ner, and January we want to look to the future.  Also, as Ruth mentioned last Sunday, we are plan-

ning a Riverboat Tour.  There is a sign-up sheet near the office. 

  

We want to include as many members, former members, and friends as possible in any or all of our 

events.  Please send Janet names and addresses you feel would like to be notified. 

 

We will continue to update you as we further plan out the ideas above.  We look forward to celebrat-

ing our heritage and the presence our church has had in this area. 

  

The Celebration Committee: 

Pastor Janzen 

Pastor Lincoln  

Ruth Proctor 

Neil Sowards 

Brenda Routhier 

Nancy Noak  

PATHFINDERS 

 

This church had at least seven adult Sunday school classes when Sharon and I came aboard. Only 

one, The Pathfinders, has survived with just four members attending for almost 50 years. Begun in a 

room on either the second floor or attic of the “mansion,” the group was made up of newly married 

members. 

 

Over the last four decades, many members have passed or moved to other churches while this class 

absorbed members from at least four classes that became too small to function. Until the Baileys 

started a second class, the Pathfinders were the sole adult group. Consisting of twelve “embers,” the 

far from newly married members are determined to support this church and study our faith until 

our last wheezes. 

 

We select our own course of study. Recently we focused on Isaiah and James. We are now discuss-

ing our 3rd Lee Strobel book The Case for Faith. I’ll bet most of you will understand me when I say 

we don’t plow a lot of ground, but we plow deeply. We meet in the chapel, so we have room and a 

desire for more of you to help us as we move beyond our half-centennial. 

 

Randy Rusk 

Temporary Discussion Leader 



Camp Tippy is in desperate need of paid staff as well as volunteers!  

 

Paid staff includes lifeguards, housekeepers, maintenance staff, kitchen, praise team, tech leaders, 

and office assistants. Age 16 or older with residency and meals included. The perfect summer job 

for high school and college students. Competitive pay! 

 

Camp Tippy also needs adult volunteers to serve as cabin leaders, camp grandparents, nurses, or 

camp pastors willing to serve anywhere from 1-3 days, or full week, or even multiple weeks 

throughout the summer. 

 

Please spread the word to anyone you think may be willing to minister to others. 

 

Contact: 

Rebecca Scott, Camp Director 

(574) 834-4184 

tippy@abc-indiana.org 

 EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN 

 

In 1822 do you think Isaac McCoy and other residents of Fort Wayne had ever heard the phrase 

“History repeats itself,” or Everything old is new again,” or “What goes around comes around”.  

They most likely hadn’t, but the 2022 spiritual descendants of that first house (or fort!) of worship 

still gather to share God’s love and can rejoice in those words. 

 

Fort Wayne Baptist Church represented the reunification of two congregations. And although the 

result has created a wonderful fellowship, a loss of the history of the first church established in 

Fort Wayne weighed heavy on many. 

 

Earlier this year, we as a congregation, voted to return to the name that restores our place in the 

history of churches in Fort Wayne, Indiana. On May 18th, 2022, the Office of the Secretary of State 

of the State of Indiana granted an amendment officially reinstating the name First Baptist Church 

of Fort Wayne, Indiana to our congregation. 

 

So, in 2022 we  wrap ourselves in the phrase “Back to the Future”, back to a name that solidifies 

the beginning of a spiritual presence in the old fort, yet opens the door to new God-inspired works 

in our city, our community and brothers & sisters around the world. 

 

Hope to see you all soon at First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne!  Hallelujah! 

 

—Susan Elser 

 June 5th is Graduation Sunday and we will be honoring Colin Haines. 

He is graduating from Snider High School and plans to attend St. 

Francis in the fall. His family is sponsoring coffee hour. We are also 

going to plant a tree on the church property in his honor. 



 This is the acknowledgment letter sent to us from MIT: 

 
Dear Sir and Madam, 
Greetings from Myanmar Institute of Theology! 
Once again this letter is to acknowledge that MIT received your generous donation in 
the total amount of USD 11,000 for student scholarship.  
 
I, on behalf of MIT, would like to express my deep thanks and gratitude to you and your 
family for such your great generosity and continuous support for MIT. 
 
MIT is always prepared to meeting the needs of the churches and peoples in Myanmar 
by training young generation church leaders, theological educators and local mission-
aries. Your continued support in prayer and generous financial assistance will therefore 
make a great contribution for enhancing better theological education and for promot-
ing higher church leadership here in Myanmar. 
 
May the peace of the Resurrected Lord be with you in your ministry. 
 
In Christ's Service, 
May Zar Maw 
Treasurer 
Myanmar Institute of Theology  

The Mortensen Legacy Committee granted $10,000 for the emergence support of Myanmar Insti-

tute of Theology—the highest level Baptist seminary in Burma (Myanmar).  That school, with about 

500 students, trains leaders for fifteen ethnic groups and about eight Protestant denominations.  It 

has been closed the last two years because of the virus and professors and staff put on one third 

pay.  A rescue package of $80,000 was put together by its alumnae, Baptist International Minis-

tries, Friends of Burma, Inc. and First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne. 

 

—Neil Sowards 

Pastor Janzen will be out of the office on the  

following upcoming dates: 
 

June 12, 19, 26 
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2 
10-3 
GGG & 
Shoebox 
Workday 
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4 
 

5 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Communion 
 

Graduation  
Sunday Honoring 
Colin Haines 
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7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
DEL & RUTH  
PROCTOR!! 

11 
 

12 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Noisy Offering 
Coffee Hour 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
MIKE & JANET 
WELCH!! 

13 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
NICK  
JEWELL!! 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
JANET 
WELCH!! 

18 
 

19 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour 
FATHER’S DAY 

20 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
TODD &  
ANGIE 
QUINN!! 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
HUGH  
WALLIS!! 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
DENNIS & NANCY 
NOAK!! 

27 
 

28 
6 PM 
Council 
Meeting 

29 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 
DICK & DE 
STONER!! 

30   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


