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War, What Is It Good For? 
Like the man said “absolutely nothing.” As I write this the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine is entering its fifth day with a forty-mile-long convoy of Russian 

troops closing in on the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, a city where I used to live. 

The world has been in something like shock at this move, a nightmare of the 

twentieth century that Europe, 

at least, thought it had put to 

rest. As the possibility of a wider 

conflict looms in our minds, we 

are all asking the same question.  

What is the point? 

 

It is the same as in all human 

conflict, the aggrandizement of 

the self and the subjugation of 

the other. In this case the “self” being Putin’s idea of Empire and the other 

being the independent Ukraine.  

 

While we rightly condemn these actions, we should be careful not to judge 

too harshly, for by the same measure we shall be judged. Putin has said that 

Ukraine has no valid culture, no valid identity of its own. Its language and 

customs are seen as they were in Soviet times, as barbaric. How often do we 

see the culture of others as meaningless, their language as barbaric? How 

many times have we heard someone be told “speak American”? 

 

War also exposes hypocrisy on many fronts. Nations in Europe that have 

gone on record as telling Syrian refugees that they have no room have found 

space for Ukrainians. Invasions in Africa or Asia hardly get a mention on our 

news, but this runs 24 hours a day. How many times have we and our allies 

used warfare to save people from themselves just because we did not like the 

policies of their leaders? 

 

Yes, Putin’s war is wrong.  It should be loudly condemned by all, but we 

should judge ourselves and our allies by the same criteria. War is not just 

about guns and bombs, its about the tools we use to destroy the other, and 

words and money are the weapons of choice. When we negate the value of a 

people, when we attempt to destroy or deny their culture, their basic nature, 

we make war on them. It is just as horrific as what is happening in Ukraine.  
 

        (continued on next page) 



• Ukraine 

• Becky Lewis’ Family as they mourn the passing of her mother 

• Family of Ken Meyers—He was the son-in-law of John and Jan Speed. He was 

killed in a car accident recently. John and Jan were members of our church and 

John played in the handbell choir.  

• Barbara Scheumann (Cec’s friend)—cancer 

• Cec Plumb 

• Ed Jennings & his family 

• Don Schaab’s sister—colon cancer, had surgery on 2/7 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 

• Les Roberson—continued prayers 

• Don Schaab—continued prayers 

• Tarma Lawson (Barb’s daughter’s friend)—had surgery on 2/11, hysterectomy and 

colonoscopy, no cancer found  

• Jackie Groves (Brenda E & Barb’s friend)—colon cancer, had recent surgery  

• Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers 

• Howard Rusk (Randy’s brother)—cancer, continued prayers 

• Andrea Lowe (Randy & Sharon Rusk’s daughter)—has MS, continued prayers 

• Marilyn Elliott (Sharon Rusk’s sister)—bladder cancer, continued prayers 

We do it here in America all the time. We do it with people of a different colors, different nationali-

ties, different lifestyles. On one level we make them a joke, on another we deny their right to equal 

treatment, and on another we chase them down in our pickup trucks and kill them for being in our 

neighborhood.   

 

The Bible is clear on who God considers His children and who we are supposed to Love. Here at the 

beginning of Lent we might want to take time to examine our own wars while we condemn the one 

overseas. How do we, in big ways and in small ones, work to destroy others? 

 

—Pastor Scott 



The Christmas shoebox crew is hard at work collecting items for our November 

shoebox filling week.  One of the things we all look out for are little dolls.  All kinds 

but not ones too big.  Lately we have been buying little brown baby dolls because 

our boxes for the last four years have been going to African countries.  We make 

sure that every baby doll gets a blanket.  Last year Ruth even included a pretend ba-

by bottle.  Here is a story I want to share about a little girl in Indonesia. 

 

Vania had been asking her mom for a baby doll.  Unfortunately, due to the pandem-

ic, their income was limited and her mom was unable to get her the doll she was 

hoping for. 

 

This past year, Vania was able to attend an Operation Christmas Child outreach 

event held by a local church.  After hearing about Jesus’ love, she received a gift-

filled shoebox.  She opened it and found that God had answered her prayers and 

there was a baby doll inside! 

 

A simple $1.25 baby doll from Dollar Tree can make a child around the world happy.  

Isn’t that wonderful? 

 

Sharon 



Your America for Christ dollars at work. 
 

“After Hurricane Maria, Santo’s home in Puerto Rico was nothing but walls miraculously left stand-

ing. No windows, no roof, no doors. Despite the devastation, he's determined to rebuild, relying on 

his deep faith and aid from ABHMS. Wherever disaster strikes, ABHMS is there to help with your 

support.” 

 

“Mary Luz Jimenez is grateful for your compassion. After Hurricane Maria ripped the roof off her 

home, she had to cover it with a tarp. But now her house has a permanent roof. ‘I don’t have to put 

buckets on the floor if it rains,’ she says. ‘I can finally sleep in peace.’ ” 

 

“Anita is a church pastor and a chaplain. When COVID-19 took her husband’s life and closed down 

her church, she received a recovery grant and began working as a chaplain at the hospital, minister-

ing to others. Anita’s incredible act of discipleship would have been impossible without your compas-

sion and your generous support.”  

 

“When Joe lost his job because of COVID-19, he and his wife, Carlotta, couldn’t feed their family. But 

they found help at their church’s food bank. This is the difference you make. When you give, you an-

swer God’s call to help people trapped in poverty, disaster and crisis, changing lives with His love.” 



$15,000 in OGHS Emergency Relief Funds to Ukraine,  

More Help Urgently Needed 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (2/25/22)—In response to immediate needs resulting from the Russian inva-

sion of Ukraine that began on February 24, 2022, International Ministries, on behalf of American 

Baptist Churches USA, has sent an initial grant of $15,000 in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

emergency relief to the European Baptist Federation to provide humanitarian aid for Ukrainian Bap-

tists. This grant joins a larger, global Baptist response to this evolving situation. 

 

Since early 2022, the world has watched as tensions escalated along Ukraine’s border with Russia. 

Sadly, on February 24, Ukrainians woke to the sounds of sirens and falling artillery as Russia 

launched a full-scale invasion by land, air, and sea. “The threat of this incursion is something that 

Ukrainians have lived with since 2014, when Russia invaded and annexed the Crimean Peninsula 

from Ukraine,” says Lisa Rothenberger, IM’s World Relief Officer. “We have stood with our Ukraini-

an Baptist brothers and sisters since 2014, with our prayers and financial resources, and we continue 

that support today. We know that what is unfolding today will create enormous social, economic, and 

political challenges.” 

 

Initial relief will provide basic provisions—food, shelter, medicine, and hygiene items—to at least 

2,500 people who are fleeing their homes. Displaced people will be served by distribution centers set 

up by the Ukrainian Baptists to provide temporary shelter and relief. In addition, the threat of the 

incursion and the invasion have resulted in refugees fleeing to neighboring countries. In those coun-

tries, Baptists are also responding. There will be ongoing needs both within Ukraine and in the sur-

rounding countries. 

 

Our global servants in Europe are all well and safe; we ask for your prayers for their continued secu-

rity. 

 

While our financial support will provide for physical needs, the need for prayer is paramount.  IM 

Area Director for Europe, the Middle East and Liberia Rev. Charles Jones shares, “We ask American 

Baptists to join in prayer for our Baptist sisters and brothers, and all the people of Ukraine: for pro-

tection and provision for those who suffer, and for peace to be restored. And for our Baptist sisters 

and brothers and all peace-loving people in Russia, that God will give them courage to pursue peace.” 

 

Additional relief is urgently needed. Persons wishing to support relief efforts can do so through their 

American Baptist church, by giving online, or by sending checks directly to International Ministries. 

Please designate your contribution to “OGHS–Ukraine Relief.” 

 

Checks sent directly to International Ministries should be made payable to “International Ministries” 

and mailed to: 

 

International Ministries 

Attn: Gifts Processing 

1003 W 9th Avenue, Ste A 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 

 

Source: https://www.abc-usa.org/2022/02/15000-in-oghs-emergency-relief-funds-to-ukraine-

more-help-urgently-needed/ 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
TOM FRITZ!! 
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9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
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Worship Srvc. 
Communion 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
SANDY  
JEWELL!! 
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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
GAVIN 
HAINES!! 
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9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Noisy Offering 
Coffee Hour 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
OLIVIA 
RUSK!! 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
REESE 
HAINES!! 
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Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
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Coffee Hour 
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22 
6 PM 
Council 
Meeting 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
REBEKAH 
CARTER & 
MARJORIE 
PURDY!! 
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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
ANGELA 
QUINN!! 
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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY  
DE STONER!! 
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Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
RANDY RUSK!! 
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