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Sunday: 

Bible Study—9:00 AM 

Worship—10:00 AM 

Psalm 121:1-2 “I lift up my eyes to the mountains, where does my help come 

from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”           

                                                                             

The end of summer draws near. In the weeks ahead we have shorter days 

and cooler nights to look forward to. The fall is my favorite time of 

year. Seeing the leaves change and the variety of colors, reds and yellows 

and oranges, is truly awe inspiring! The quote from Psalm 121:1-2 is part of 

an Our Daily Bread devotional written by Karen Huang. She writes: “The 

challenges they (pilgrims to the Temple in Jerusalem) faced may seem like 

the difficult journeys we face in life today - trudging the path of illness, re-

lationship problems, bereavement, stress at work, financial difficulties, 

and unemployment.”                                             

 

We at FBC are at a pivotal point in the life of this congregation.  I can’t help 

but be encouraged by the efforts of the Bicentennial Committee and all who 

volunteered time planning and preparing and making the August 3rd 200th 

Anniversary kick off event the success it really was! Still, we need to plan 

strategically for 2023 and the future. If our help truly comes from the Lord, 

we have much to hope for in the future.          

 

A major need that came from my survey of the congregation is an emphasis 

on Youth and ministry to young families. The Christian Education Commit-

tee and I are working on three efforts to address this need. One, is a Youth 

(age 13+) Sunday School Class. We start Sunday September 11 at 9 am. We 

will meet in room 201, at the top of the stairs to the left. I will teach this 

class. Two, the Christian Ed Committee is planning to prepare packets for 

Sunday School class as needed if there are families with young children. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Bicentennial Celebration August 3rd, 2022 



• Joan Morgan—fell at home, is at Parkview North Room 4110 

• Peggy Richter 

• Becky Lewis—complications from recent surgery 

• Dick & Cec Plumb—continued prayers, at home 

• Don Schaab—continued prayers 

• Les Roberson—continued prayers 

• Barb Ramsey—continued prayers 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 

• Duane Arvola (Janet’s uncle)—end stage cancer, continued prayers 

• Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers 

• Pam Lutz (Vaunetta’s friend)—Temporal Arteritis 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers 

Three,  the Halloween Trunk or Treat event Monday October 31 (TBA) is in the works. We want to 

invite the Boys and Girls Club of Fort Wayne K-3 After School children and their families to this 

event in our parking lot.                        

 

Please keep these efforts to reach our youth and neighbors in your prayers. Thanks for supporting 

FBC with your time, talents and finances. Shalom.           

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Interim Pastor Peter Janzen 

For those of you who haven’t heard yet, I have secured other employment, which begins after Labor 

Day. This is an advancement in my career with higher compensation and benefits. This position had 

presented itself to me multiple times this year and because of that I feel that this is where I am sup-

posed to be. Due to my commitment to First Baptist Church as a Deacon and member, as well as 

employee, I had struggled with the decision since first contacted by this other church. However, 

certain circumstances kept opening up this opportunity for me and I realized that I should listen to 

God’s voice and take the path He has laid out for me. In my past experiences I have learned not to 

be so stubborn and when something keeps nudging at me then there is a reason for it and I just 

need to trust that God’s got me. The good news is I will still be working at First Baptist on Fridays to 

prepare the Sunday Worship materials and newsletters.  

 

I just want to take a moment to thank my First Baptist family for all your support and generosity 

during my 6 years in the office. It is very much appreciated.  

 

Sincerely, 

Janet 



The month of August came to an end and September is straight ahead. And then Oc-

tober. And then it is November and filling shoeboxes will begin. We have four more 

work days—two in September (Thursday the 15th and Monday the 26th) and two 

in October (Thursday the 6th and Tuesday the 18th).  I am looking forward to the 

week of November the 7th to the 12th with getting up early, filling up boxes of items for 

the shoeboxes, eating lunch together, laughing, praying over the boxes and hopefully 

making a difference in a child’s life. 

 

I belong to a group on Facebook called Official Operation Christmas Child Project 

Leaders. The following statement was posted by Lisa Brown as a Project Leader, 

which is my role. Her comments echo my thoughts. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has had a part in this year’s shoebox ministry. 

 

 

—Sharon 



200th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION ABOARD  

THE CANAL BOAT “SWEET BREEZE”  
 

If you have previously signed up to take this trip, please be at the river at Promenade Park, no later 

that 3:45 pm on Wednesday, September, 7.  

 

Ruth is contacting everyone individually to verify your attendance, number in your party, and your 

intentions to join your church family at Hall’s Gas House for dinner following the tour. If you have 

last minute changes to the number in your party please let Ruth know at 438-6949 as we have a 

waiting list of guests who would be interested in going on the trip. Please see Ruth at church to get 

your map of the park and suggestions for parking or let her know if she needs to mail it to you. The 

trip will take place, rain or shine, unless it is storming. We will be passing by the area in the river 

where our first church members, granddaughters of Chief Little Turtle, were baptized. This is an 

important part of our 200 years of church history and cruising the river on the Sweet Breeze will be 

an exciting way to celebrate that event. 

 

—Ruth Proctor 

STEP BACK IN HISTORY AS WE CELEBRATE  

200 YEARS AT HISTORIC FORT WAYNE! 

 
On Sunday, September 25 we will gather at the Historic Old Fort at 10 am to worship. We will sing 

the old hymns, hear the story of how our church was founded in the abandoned fort in 1822 by 

Isaac McCoy, have “old time” special music and offer praise and thanksgiving to God for our past, 

our present, and our future. After the service we will adjourn to the church for “Sunday dinner”. 

 

Chairs will be provided. Parking is across the street from the fort on Spy Run Avenue, although it is 

not ideal as it involves crossing a busy street without a traffic light. Limited parking is also available 

on the grounds of the fort itself. We will try to simplify parking as much as possible through car 

pooling—details yet to be worked out. In the case of rain, the worship service will be held at the 

church. Feel free to come in the dress of the time period if you wish.  

 

 

Your Anniversary Celebration Committee, 

Neil Sowards, Pastor Janzen, Pastor Lincoln,  

Brenda Routhier, Ruth Proctor, and Nancy Noak  



Mark Your Calendars!!! 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7,  4 PM 
 

CURRENT, ACTIVE  CHURCH MEMBERS ENJOY A RIVER RIDE 
ON THE SWEET BREEZE CANAL BOAT 

FOLLOWED BY DINNER AT HALL’S GAS HOUSE 
(RESERVATIONS REQUIRED) 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25,  10 AM 

 
CELEBRATE OUR FOUNDING WITH WORSHIP  

 AT THE HISTORIC OLD FORT 
DINNER TO FOLLOW AT THE CHURCH 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16,  11:45 AM 

 
CELEBRATE OUR INTERNATIONAL CONNECTION  

WITH OUR BURMESE FRIENDS AT THEIR WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5,  5 PM 
 

FREE CHILI SUPPER AND CRAFT AUCTION FOR MISSIONS 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13,  10 AM 
 

CELEBRATE OUR SHOEBOX MINISTRY 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18,  11 AM 
 

ENJOY CHRISTMAS DINNER WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15,  11:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP WITH THE BURMESE,  
HEAR FROM OUR LEGACY RECIPIENTS, 

LOOK TO OUR FUTURE! 
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1 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
MARCIA 
SHEPPARD!! 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Communion 
Coffee Hour— 
Joyce Bailey 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
4 PM 
“Sweet 
Breeze”  
Boat Ride  
& Dinner 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
1 PM 
Pat Arthur 
Memorial 
Service 

11 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Noisy Offering 
Coffee Hour— 
The Proctors 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
CHARLIE POWELL!! 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
10-3 
Shoebox 
Workday 

16 
 

17 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
PHYLLIS 
MISENER!! 

18 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour— 
Susan Elser 
HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY BILL & 
PHYLLIS MISENER!! 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
JOAN  
MORGAN!! 

25 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
at The Fort 
Dinner after   
at FBC 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
NEIL SOWARDS!! 

26 
10-3 
Shoebox 
Workday 

27 
6 PM 
Council 
Meeting 

28 
 

29 30  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


