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Bible Study—9:00 AM 
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“The Meaning of Advent”   

 

As preparations for Advent and Christmas hit fever pitch in December, what 

about slowing down in Advent? Advent means: “the period of preparation 

for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas and also the 

preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.” (Encyclopedia Britan-

nica.) Any way we slice the fruit cake this Christmas, Advent reminds us 

that Jesus is both the incarnate Son of God and the Living Lord of Heaven 

and Earth. The infant Jesus shows us the depths of God’s love for all hu-

manity. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ reminds us that we are part of a 

grand design that started “In the beginning…” What choices we make in the 

next weeks: to gather, to shop, to celebrate, will be enhanced as we also take 

opportunities to remember who Jesus is, Lord and Savior. As difficult as it 

may be this season of Advent, I suggest that we all slow down and ask our-

selves: “Is Jesus a plastic figure in a Nativity scene or is he the Judge of the 

living and the dead at His Second Coming? Who is Jesus?                                   

 

However our reflections happen, a walk in the “Winter Wonderland” or sit-

ting quietly beside a lit fireplace if we are so inclined, I believe we need to 

take the time to reflect and to prepare our hearts. Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

Savior is quietly knocking on the door of our heart today. Will you open that 

door and sit at table with Jesus?  

 

Justin Holcomb, a scholar and an Episcopal priest suggests that “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel” perfectly reflects the anticipation we need to have in the 

days ahead. Here is verse 1: “O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom cap-

tive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here; Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!”                         

 
I hope we all know the love and the joy and the peace and the hope of Jesus 

the Lord!  Amen!  



• Randy Rusk 

• Pastor Christina 

• Les Roberson—continued prayers 

• Brian Blair—continued prayers 

• Barb Ramsey—continued prayers 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 

• Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers 

 

Christmas Card Box 
The Pathfinder Sunday  School Class once again is making it easy for everyone 

to send Christmas greetings to the members of FBC. The Christmas Card box is 

located in the lobby. Please do not put cards in for non-attendees. We will not 

mail cards out that are not picked up. If you need a new address directory, they 

are available in the church office. 

Shut-in Ministry 
Please help us remember our members who are unable to attend church, by bringing small items 

for their Christmas bags. Such items might include snacks such as apples and oranges, sugar free 

candy, raisins, purchased wrapped cookies or individual bags of chips, etc. Puzzle books, lotion, 

postage stamps, small devotional books, Christmas ornaments or decorations are other sugges-

tions. Use your imagination and think of what you might enjoy receiving. We will be packing the 

Christmas bags during the Sunday School hour on December 11. We will be packing 5 Christmas 

bags this year. If you would like to send a card to any of our shut-ins, please bring them to church 

by the 11th and they can be included in the bags.  

 

The following are their names and addresses if you would like to bring a card to include in the bag 

or mail a card on your own. 

 

• Les Roberson—4430 Elsdale Dr.Room 105 Bed  B, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

• Brian Blair—2601 Covington Commons Dr #13, Fort Wayne, IN 46804 

• Barb Ramsey—6723 S Anthony Blvd Room 106, Fort Wayne, IN 46816 

• Lester “Bud “ Marker—6701 S. Anthony Blvd Apt 230N, Fort Wayne 46816 

• Beth Ann Weiner—181 Chrisren Cove, Yoder, IN 46798  



Christmas Dinner with Your Church Family 
Sunday, December 18 will be another special event in our bicentennial celebration 

as we share Christmas dinner together as a church family. The catered meal will 

begin after church at 11 am. We do need to know how many will be in attendance,  

so please use the sign up sheet on the bulletin board by the office or phone  

or email the office with your name and the number in your party.  

Please RSVP by Sunday, December 11.  

We hope you can be a part of this fellowship and Christmas feast! 
 

The Pathfinders Sunday School Class Chili Supper and Craft Auction  

on November 5th was a success!  
 

Our generous craft item donators and bidders helped us raise $1,463.50  

for local, state, national, and international missions! 

CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBERS TAKE NOTE: 

If you are NOT interested in maintaining your position on the church council, please 

contact the church office with your request. Also, we are in need of more Deacons. If 

you feel it in your heart to serve as a Deacon member, please contact the church of-

fice. Changes to the church council need to be made prior to the annual congrega-

tional meeting on December 11th which will be immediately following the worship 

service. Thank you. 



A letter that recently came to us…. 

 

Dear First Baptist Church Family,                             Nov. 12, 2022 

 I want to offer up a big Thank You from the bottom of my heart to all of you for 

your kindness to me. First of all, to Ruth Proctor for giving me the opportunity to be the 

docent on your Sweet Breeze tour back on September 7. I love doing the tours, but the one 

with First Baptist will always stand out in my memory as one of the best. So many of 

you share my interest in local history,  and I learned some new historical facts from you, 

from people who were eager to share their knowledge with me. You can be sure that these 

facts will find their way into future narrations on the boat tours. And then you treated 

me to a decadent meal at the Old Gas House, which was such a fun experience, giving me 

the chance to meet so many nice people. And I want to thank Nancy Noak for giving me a 

shout-out in her letter to the editor on November 9. That really made my day!! So, once 

again, Thank You for some wonderful memories that I will treasure! 

 

   Debby Bonbrake 

Staff Christmas Gifts 
 

We would like to present a cash gift of appreciation to each staff member this  

Christmas season. We know how quickly time passes during this busy season, so we 

would appreciate receiving your gift no later than Wednesday, December 14th. 

Please either mail or give to Susan Elser. We will be sharing these gifts with the staff 

on December 18th during the Worship Service. 

It’s time to start thinking about donating a poinsettia  

to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.  
 

We invite you to bring your poinsettias no later than  

Sunday December 11th. 



1,271 shoeboxes. Yes, 1,271 shoeboxes.  

 

What can I say but thank you to everyone who had anything to do with shoeboxes this year.  

 

Ruth said it best when she said something like this. 1,271 shoeboxes (80 cartons plus 4 boxes) are a 

lot of boxes and covers a big area, but think about 1,271 children who receive a box. That’s a crowd.  

 

And it doesn’t stop there. Each box touches family and friends as well spreading the word of God 

and the love of Jesus.  

 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.  

 

—Sharon 
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