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“All our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years 

with a moan.  The length of our days is 70 years or 80 if we 

have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for 

they quickly pass and we fly away.” Psalm 90:9-10 

 

November begins with All Saints Day. This is a celebration of re-

membering the dead. Certainly Susan Wallis comes to mind. So 

too do the deaths of Queen Elizabeth II and the actress Angela 

Lansbury. Interestingly, all three lived to be 96 years old! Anoth-

er November time marker is Daylight Savings Time. Twice a year 

we “Spring Forward” and “Fall Back” an hour. I don’t want to de-

bate the pros and cons of Daylight Savings Time, I simply note 

that remembering the dead and the focus on the clock have this 

in common: our lives have a limited run.               

 

Earthly lives are limited by sickness and death, how can we live 

this life better than we are right now? What difference does our 

belief in the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ make in our daily 

lives? I believe Psalm 90 encapsulates what we as believers in 

Christ need to live out, namely, we are to live our lives to the full-

est and with the best attitude towards God and humanity. What 

does this mean? Enjoy this life! If we have a family, a secure 

place to live and enough to eat, we are truly wealthy. We may not 

be driving a Rolls Royce, but if we have a vehicle or two we are 

wealthier than 90% of the world’s population! In short, please do 

not despair because you are aging. Reflect on what a privilege it 

is to be alive. This is already one of the most spectacular Fall sea-

sons in my experience. Every Maple tree, every oak tree…

compels us to look up and to thank God for the beauty of His cre-

ation.  Amen!  



• Joan Morgan—boot off, doing good, back to church 

• Charlene (Barb's daughter)—had a stroke due to a benign tumor at base of brain early in Oct.,   

 continued prayers 

• Les Roberson—continued prayers 

• Barb Ramsey—continued prayers 

• Brenda Edwards—continued prayers 

• Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers 

• Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers 

 

 

will be held on November 5th. Free chili supper will be 

held at 5-6 and auction will begin at 6. The auction goes 

until we run out of items to sell. All the monies made from 

the auction goes to missions… local, statewide, country 

and international. Come for the evening, have chili and 

join in the fun of the auction. We have a lot of fun and you 

can end up with some nice Christmas presents for family 

and friends. 

Mark your calendars for the  

Hanging of the Greens  

on Monday November 21st  

beginning at 1:00 PM 

until all decorating is  

complete. 

The Pathfinders Class Chili Supper and Craft Auction 

Sunday, November 6th 



MORE THAN A SHOEBOX 

by: Sue Wengerd 

 
She stands there, list in hand, looking at the shelves loaded with every imaginable kind of item. A 

turn of her head and as far as the eye can see, there are options: clothes, shoes, soap, pens, paper… 

on and on it goes. 

 

She glances at the red and green shoebox in her cart; not that big a box, mind you, only six inches 

wide and twelve inches long. She looks around again; “How do I fit everything into this box?” 

 

Overwhelmed, she scans the list, and ponders. She realizes that even though it won’t ALL fit into 

the box, she can ask for help from Someone who knows who will receive the content. Not just that, 

but He knows exactly what that child needs. 

 

She silently prays, “God, help me. Give me wisdom; guide my thoughts and hands. Help my box to 

be the answer to a child’s prayer. Prepare the little one that will receive this gift, so they are open to 

Your love.” 

 

She carefully selects items to put into the cart; a stuffed bear that’s soft and squishy, a Yo-Yo, silly 

putty, glow-sticks, flashlight, soap, toothbrush, comb, shirts, pencils, paper… before she knows it, 

her list is checked off;  it was easier than she had expected! 

*     *     *     *     * 

We are so blessed to live in a country and community where we can buy the basic things in life. 

Think about it—when was the last time you went to wash your hands, and there was no soap? Or 

have longed to sit and read the Bible, and there’s not one in the house? Can your children say they 

have never received a gift? Simple things. Things we take for granted. 

 

I’m sure you’re no stranger to Operation Christmas Child. You have a good idea of what I’m talking 

about. 

 

So many of you picked up on the vision for their mission and have filled one of those red and green 

boxes. What a blessing to give when you expect nothing in return. 

 

Every year I’m so fascinated by the journey a shoebox takes. 

 

It starts with you, boy or girl? What age?  Then comes the exciting part—filling the box. You pack 

and repack, making sure that every nook and cranny is filled. You pray for the child that will receive 

it. You rubber band it shut and it goes to a drop-off spot. They’ll take it from there. 

 

The folks at the collection location record the number of boxes they receive, pack them into ship-

ping boxes, pray for the children that will receive them, and then off goes the box to the processing 

facility. 
(continued on next page) 



Thousands of people volunteer every year to help prepare shoeboxes for international shipping. The 

volunteers check each box to be sure there is nothing inside that is on the restricted list, such as liq-

uids, war toys, candy, or even toothpaste. The volunteers stop their work every hour and pray for 

the children that will receive boxes. (Do you see a pattern here? Praying for the children is the best 

part of the gift.) A volunteer gives the box their approval, tapes it shut, puts it into a shipping box, 

and now it’s ready to be sent across the ocean. 
*     *     *     *     * 

While you’re busy filling your shoebox, Operation Christmas Child is also busy. They are preparing 

the way for your shoebox, and the opportunity to share the gospel. 

 

OCC has volunteers on their National Leadership Teams who go into the areas where they will be 

sending your shoebox. There, they will train pastors and community leaders how to host an out-

reach to share your shoebox and—most importantly—share the gospel. 

 

The shoeboxes are sent to over 100 different countries, such as Cambodia, the Dominican Republic, 

Fiji, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Moldova, Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, Paraguay, Philippines, Ro-

mania, Thailand, Uganda, Ukraine, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, to name just a few. 

 

We imagine the boxes being transported by trucks, ships, or planes. They do reach their country of 

destination by those means, but they are transported into small villages by many different methods: 

bike, donkey, camel, canoe, cart, elephant, foot, helicopter, horse, oxen, raft, wagons… you get the 

picture. 

 

When the training of the Leadership Teams is completed, the anticipation for the arrival of the 

shoeboxes is at a fever pitch.  The day finally arrives. Can you imagine a room full of children so ex-

cited they can’t hold still? For many of them, this is the first time they have ever received a gift. The 

energy level is so high you can feel it. 

 

Before the volunteers hand out the shoeboxes, each child is given a copy of The Greatest Gift. It is a 

beautiful book filled with lots of colorful pictures and eleven scripture stories as told by the Apostle 

John. Most of these children have never heard the good news that Someone loves them no matter 

what, and loves them so much that He would die for them. “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlast-

ing life” John 3:16. They learn that this Someone is Jesus, and if they become a follower of Him, 

they can have eternal life. Now that is a priceless gift! 

 

These books quickly become favorites of the children. They take them home and share them with 

their brothers and sisters, and their mom and dad. And the gift keeps giving. 

 

Then it’s finally time… someone hands them a gift… they tear into the box… and there are all the 

items you bought and packed!  Their box is filled to the brim with so many gifts, so many treasures 

they never knew existed. A little girl squeezes her teddy bear; another one glows while holding up 

her brand new purse. A shy little boy rubs a pair of soft socks against his cheek. Another admires his 

new soccer ball; he never imagined he would have his very own. Every little face is lit up with the 

purest of joy, with awe, with gratitude.  Today, your box made a difference in a child’s life. 

But that’s not the end. 
(continued on next page) 



It would be easy to hand out the gifts and keep moving on to the next event, but why not use this 

opportunity to do more? The children have received not only the book The Greatest Gift, but also 

your shoebox filled with all kinds of goodies. Now, each child is given the opportunity to come back 

for a weekly Bible lesson from The Greatest Journey. 

 

It is a 12-lesson course that helps children learn how to be a Christ-follower in their everyday life. 

The study is set up to help them memorize scripture, and it includes an activity as well as a Bible 

story. When they have completed the course, each child gets to participate in a graduation, and they 

receive their very own New Testament. 

 

According to the OCC website, more than 14.9 million children have enrolled in these studies since 

2009. How amazing is that? I’m sure that when the children come home from an event with a story-

book, a box full of presents, and a Bible, the parents begin to wonder what it’s all about. Suddenly 

the time, money, and prayers you put into packing a shoebox have turned into so much more than 

just helping one child. It has turned into an eternal benefit for the whole family. 

 

Thank you for sharing your time to gather the gifts for your shoebox. 

Thank you for caring about a child whose name you may never know. 

Thank you for praying for the child that will learn that Jesus loves them. 

The reward will truly be out of this world! 

 

 

 

Shoebox filling week is Monday, November 7-11th from 10-3 pm. We have jobs for everyone. Bring a 

sack lunch. Stay for an hour, a day, or several days. All hands on deck. 

 

I think I need one more work day. Can anyone come on Wednesday, November 2nd from 10-3 pm?  

We have a few more things to finish. 

 

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 

Sharon 

 

 

 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 

WE CELEBRATED OUR INTERNATIONAL CONNECTION  

WITH OUR BURMESE FRIENDS AT THEIR WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars!!! 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5,  5 PM 

 
FREE CHILI SUPPER AND CRAFT AUCTION FOR MISSIONS 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13,  10 AM 

 
CELEBRATE OUR SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18,  11 AM 

 
ENJOY CHRISTMAS DINNER WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15,  11:45 AM 

 
WORSHIP WITH THE BURMESE,  

HEAR FROM OUR LEGACY RECIPIENTS, 
LOOK TO OUR FUTURE! 
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1 2 
10-3 
Shoebox 
Workday 

 

 
 

3 
HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
NANCY NOAK  
& BRENDA 
ROUTHIER!! 

4 
 

5 
Chili Supper 
& Craft  
Auction 

6 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Communion 
Coffee Hour— 
Janet Welch 
 

7 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 

8 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 
 

 

9 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 
 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
RUTH  
PROCTOR!! 

10 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 

11 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 
 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
BILL 
MISENER!! 

12 
SHOEBOXES 

10-3 

13 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Noisy Offering 
Coffee Hour— 
Susan Elser 
 

14 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
GAIL 
SURFUS!! 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour— 
Alicia Ellis 

21 
1:00 PM 
Hanging of 
the Greens 

22 
6:00 PM  
Council 
Meeting  

23 
 

24 
THANKSGIVING 

25 
 

26 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
COLIN 
HAINES!! 

27 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 
10:00 AM 
Worship Srvc. 
Coffee Hour— 
The Noaks 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

  
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


