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May I?
All the sermons in May will touch on God’s love and acceptance.
We are far too ready to put limits on God’s Love. “For God so
loved the world…” Wait! We yell. Slow down God. Do you know
what some of these people are like? They are not worth your
love. Have you seen what they do? Maybe you forgot what it says
in Leviticus. Here let me read it to you…
Just stop.
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There are no brakes on God’s Love. No conditions. We are thinking of our own. There
are people, maybe entirely categories of
people that we feel uncomfortable loving.
Maybe we have been taught to feel this way,
maybe they evoke some deep visceral reaction in us, maybe we do
it out of habit. We just don’t want to love them. Or, if we are
willing to love them we want to put conditions on that love.

Sunday:
Bible Study—9:00 AM
Worship—10:00 AM

If you will change. If you will conform. If you can just try to be
more like us.

Wednesday Eve:
Dine Lite—6:00
Bell Choir —4:30
Choir Practice—5:30
(alternating weeks)

Who so ever will.
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All of those people you do not like. Do not love. Do not accept
unconditionally. All of them are asking: Can I have God’s love?
Can I be part of God? Like children playing a game we tell them
“No! You didn’t say ‘mother may I’, you have to go back!” We tell
them that to come to God they have to do exactly what we tell
them to do, be what we tell them to be.
God can love without qualification, exception, or rejection. All
may come.
May I?
—Pastor Scott

Congratulations to Colin and Reese Haines on their baptisms on Sunday April 28 th.
Let’s pray for them as they begin their walk on life’s spiritual journey. Let’s protect
them and be there for them always. Watch over them as a family does. This is just the
beginning for them.
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Del Proctor—treatment for Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma is going well
Marvel Powell—dialysis port not functioning properly, seeing surgeon about it
Larry Bailey—prayers for diagnosis and treatment of his sudden excessive itching
Jay Trammel—has cancer and is not doing well
John Trammel
Collen Arvola (Janet’s cousin)—finishing chemo for breast cancer and will be having a mastectomy
Sheila Lockwood (Marvel’s great-niece)—possibly may have to have stomach removed due to cancer
Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers
Ella Koch (The Carter’s friend’s child)—13 years old and is having complications of
her many congenital medical issues
Bryan Beck (friend of Barb)—UPDATE: was diagnosed with thyroid cancer, had
surgery but did not get all of cancer, will be undergoing chemo and radiation
Trinity (Randy’s student)—continued prayers and emotional healing after horrific
loss of several family members over a year ago
Joyce Metz (Les’ friend)—continued prayers with her stage 4 cancer.

During the month of May, we will start taking up the annual offering for One Great Hour of Sharing.
Here is a little history of how it all started.
During World War II and immediately following, Protestant churches made appeals for relief and
reconstruction. At the prompting of newly-elected Presiding Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the
Episcopal Church in 1946, a goal of one million dollars per year was set for World Relief. On nationwide radio, he challenged members to raise “one million dollars in one hour” to help people and
communities in need. During the first three years, Episcopalians raised $3.8 million.
In 1949, church leaders from several denominations formed an ad hoc committee to organize an appeal aimed at supporting the separate campaigns of American churches. Their joint statement in
support of this effort in essence conveyed the importance of strengthening the vitally important relief and rehabilitation work of the churches overseas. Pulling together, they could prove to the world
the great power generated when Christians united in a common cause.
In 1950, the title “One Great Hour of Sharing” was used for the first time. Its goal was to make the
love of Christ real for individuals and communities around the world who suffered the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts of money
and time.
From the beginning this has been an ecumenical effort. As denominations changed and merged,
One Great Hour of Sharing has varied from eight to twenty-nine participating communions. Currently, the One Great Hour of Sharing committee officially comprises eight Christian denominations: American Baptist Churches USA, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Church of the
Brethren, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), United Church of Christ, and Church World Service. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) calls the offering Week of Compassion. In various ways, all work in cooperation
with Church World Service, the relief, development and refugee assistance arm of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
The purpose of One Great Hour of Sharing has remained the same: to collect special gifts to assist
those in need. Today, projects are underway in more than 100 countries, including the United States
and Canada. From the 1990s to the early 2000s, receipts have exceeded $20 million annually. While
specific allocations differ in each denomination, most use their One Great Hour of Sharing funds to
make possible disaster relief, refugee assistance, and development aid.
Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing make a difference in the lives of real people. Leaders of
impacted communities identify the needs of their people. Priorities for short, medium and longterm solutions are then made for the purpose of improving the quality of life for individuals and the
communities. Around the world, One Great Hour of Sharing continues to respond to needs equally
critical as when it was first created.

Did you know you can support Fort Wayne Baptist Church just by shopping at Kroger? It's easy when you enroll in Kroger Community Rewards®!
To get started, sign up with your Plus Card, and select Fort Wayne Baptist
Church as the organization you’d like to support. Once you're enrolled,
you'll earn rewards for your chosen organization every time you shop and
use your Plus Card!
Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Year
after year, local schools, churches and other nonprofit organizations will
earn millions of dollars through Kroger Community Rewards®. The program was designed to make your fund-raising the easiest in town…all you
have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! Enroll now for the
Kroger Community Rewards Program. And remember…all participants
must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization.

We are still in need of old barbie dolls, toothbrushes,
and bars of soap for Christmas shoeboxes. Also, we need
cardboard paper towels tubes and cardboard wrapping
paper tubes to make
school kits as pictured
here. We will put pencils, glue stick, eraser, sharpener, and
scissors in them. We couldn’t have such a
successful Christmas Shoebox ministry
without preparing in advance all year
long.

Moments from this year’s Easter season.
Easter Morning Breakfast

Palm Sunday
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
6:00 PM
Dine Lite

Thu
2
1:00 PM
G.G.G.
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
BRIAN
BLAIR!!

Fri

Sat

3
10:00 AM
Prayer
Network

4

5
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Coffee Hour
Helpers—Pathfinders

6
7
HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
DAVE & CHERI
VINSON!!

8
9
5:30 PM
Choir Practice
6:00 PM
Dine Lite
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
BECKY
MEDSKER!!

10
10:00 AM
Prayer
Network

11

12
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Baptism
Coffee Hour
Helpers—Disciples

13

14
6:00 PM
Council
Meeting

15
16
6:00 PM
Dine Lite
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
LINDA FRITZ,
SHARON
RUSK, & JOHN
TRAMMEL!!

17
10:00 AM
Prayer
Network

18
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
DAVE
VINSON!!

19
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Coffee Hour
Helpers—Council

20

21

22
23
5:30 PM
Choir Practice
6:00 PM
Dine Lite

24
10:00 AM
Prayer
Network

25

26
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Coffee Hour
Helpers—Choir

27

28
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
LARRY
BAILEY!!

29
6:00 PM
Dine Lite

31
10:00 AM
Prayer
Network

30

