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Fruit of Repentance
February 17 is Ash Wednesday
although, due to COVID, we will
not be having a special service.
The ceremonial wearing of Ashes
to mark the beginning of Lent
probably started around the year
600 AD, or at least became the
standard practice about that time. As a sign of mourning and repentance the practice goes back at least a millennia before that, if
not more. The Book of Samuel describes those in distress tearing
their clothes and putting “earth” on their heads (1 Samuel 4:12) or
“ashes” ( 2 Samuel 13:19) while Isaiah describes preparing for a
fast (58:5) by laying in ashes.
As symbol, as a kind of sacred drama that reflects on the participant as a reminder much like Communion or even Baptism, I
think it is a good practice. We as human beings need physicality
at times, we need concreate actions to reinforce ideas. It is, however, not really enough.
In Matthew 3, John the Baptist warns the pharisees that have
come to gawk that they must bear “fruit in keeping with repentance.” Their outward shows ultimately meant nothing, not even
circumcision for God could make children for Abraham out of
stones.
What then is the sign, the fruit, of true repentance?
First there is remorse. There is no repentance without regret,
without thinking you have done something wrong. This is, perhaps, the greatest failure of our age, that we try to explain away
everything and thus minimize guilt. Until we can open our eyes
and acknowledge not only our own sin but the sins that we commit as a collective, both now and historically, there is no remorse.

(continued on next page)

Second there is confession. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) That is one of the
purest and simplest statements of salvation theology there is. I understood it as a
child. I have grown in my understanding of God and the World, but my understanding
of that verse has not changed.
Third there is change. No one can repent and be the same. There should be a marked
difference in your attitude and behavior. If you keep the spirit of repentance you will
go one changing. This is the path that leads to being Christlike, a goal we are all called
to pursue.

Lent is not about some vague idea of sinfulness. It is not a repentance of being human. It is a very specific time for us to reflect on very specific deeds and attitudes that
harm others, deny God, and exalt ourselves.
Wear all the ashes you like, with out the fruit of repentance it is just a dirty face.
—Pastor Scott
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The country and world during the corona virus pandemic
Don Schaab—continued prayers
Brenda Edwards—continued prayers
Les Roberson—continued prayers
Nash (Susan Elser’s friend’s son)—bad car wreck
Sandra (Susan Elser’s mother-in-law)
Siegrid Belden (Joyce's friend)—possible neural issues
Hti Mu—continued prayers
Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers
John Trammel—continued prayers

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION
Following special tax law changes made earlier this year, cash donations of up to $300 made before
December 31, 2020, are now deductible when people file their taxes in 2021.
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, enacted last spring, includes several
temporary tax changes helping charities, including the special $300 deduction designed especially for
people who choose to take the standard deduction, rather than itemizing their deductions.
Nearly nine in 10 taxpayers now take the standard deduction and could potentially qualify for this new
tax deduction. In tax-year 2018, the most recent year for which complete figures are available, more
than 134 million taxpayers claimed the standard deduction, just over 87% of all filers.
Under this new change, individual taxpayers can claim an "above-the-line" deduction of up to $300 for
cash donations made to charity during 2020. This means the deduction lowers both adjusted gross income and taxable income – translating into tax savings for those making donations to qualifying taxexempt organizations.
Before making a donation, the IRS reminds people they can check the special Tax Exempt Organization Search (TEOS) tool on IRS.gov to make sure the organization is eligible for tax-deductible donations.
Cash donations include those made by check, credit card or debit card. They don't include securities,
household items or other property. Though cash contributions to most charitable organizations qualify, some do not. Check Publication 526, Charitable Contributions, and the TEOS for more information.
Though cash contributions to most charitable organizations qualify, those made to supporting organizations and donor-advised funds do not.
The IRS reminds everyone giving to charity to be sure to keep good records. By law, special recordkeeping rules apply to any taxpayer claiming a charitable contribution deduction. Usually, this includes
obtaining a receipt or acknowledgement letter from the charity, before filing a return, and retaining a
cancelled check or credit card receipt. For details on these recordkeeping rules, see Publication 526,
available on IRS.gov.
In addition, the CARES Act includes other temporary provisions designed to help charities. These include higher charitable contribution limits for corporations, individuals who itemize their deductions
and businesses that give food inventory to food banks and other eligible charities. For more information about these and other Coronavirus-related tax relief provisions, visit IRS.gov/coronavirus.
Source: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/special-300-tax-deduction-helps-most-people-give-tocharity-this-year-even-if-they-dont-itemize
In addition, if you did not receive the $1,200 CARES ACT stimulus last year and/or the $600 Economic Impact Payment in January, you may file it on your 2020 taxes and it will either lower your due taxes or you will receive it as a refund in addition to any other refund you may get. It is line 30 on the
1040 paper form or online software will instruct you appropriately. If you did receive your stimulus,
you will receive a Notice 1444 from the IRS to keep with your tax records.

9,113,853 boxes collected worldwide in 2020
It all starts with YOU…..
The amazing journey of a shoebox gift begins with you and results in evangelism, discipleship and multiplication.
Steps of a shoebox:
1. Pack a shoebox
2. Drop off at locations.
3. Inspect and prepare boxes for international shipping.
4. Worldwide distribution to more than 100 countries.
5. Outreach events and The Greatest Gift booklet for orphanages and at-risk areas.
6. Discipleship and multiplication as a result of what is learned in The Greatest
Journey, a 12 lesson discipleship program.
7. Boys and girls grow in Christ and share with friends and family.
8. And……
It all starts with you………
Thank you.
P.S.
We need help with our shipping costs. We would love to send as much as we can for
shipping these love-filled boxes. Because of covid-19 and the restrictions put on
churches we have had to change taking up the offering. We are now ready to reinstate the monthly NOISY OFFERING. Every second Sunday of the month the silver
bucket will be on the table inside the sanctuary so you can drop in your change (or
your bills) to help defray the costs. You can drop in your change as you come in to
worship or as you leave starting on February 13th. Thank you for sharing in this wonderful ministry.

Dear Mission Partner,
Thanks to your America for Christ (AFC) Offering contributions, American Baptist Home Mission Societies
(ABHMS) supported communities distressed by the devastation of COVID-19 last year, as the pandemic swept our
country and Puerto Rico. We helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires and storms, along with children living on the edge because of poverty, and seminarians preparing to devote their lives to sharing the Good News. These
are just a few of the ways we minister to those in need; there are many more.
We have been answering God’s call to heal broken families and communities—as well as cultivate strong Christian
leaders and equip passionate disciples—since 1832.

The world’s needs today are as great as they were close to two centuries ago. By awarding grants to mission partners
also doing the work of healing broken families and communities with the healing power of God’s love, we increase
the numbers of those in need who receive support across the United States and Puerto Rico, at the same time increasing the impact of your AFC gifts.
So, when you contribute to AFC, you increase our capacity to fulfill the biblical mandate in Ephesians 4:11-13:
“Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for
works of service.”
Our America for Christ Offering 2021 campaign—“For the Purpose of Equipping Saints,” based on Ephesians 4:1113—focuses on our discipleship and leadership empowerment ministries, which nurture the faithful followers who
find their call and life’s work as the hands and feet of Christ.
ABHMS’ Discipleship Ministries sends more than 5,000 Discipleship and Christian Education Guides to regions,
churches and individuals annually and provides 62 Church Life and Leadership workshops in English, Spanish,
French and Karen, available for download at abhms.org. On average, more than 1,000 Bible studies—ranging in subjects from stewardship and eco-justice to children in poverty—are distributed each year, and, in 2019, several hundred American Baptists attended discipleship workshops addressing the church’s viability in these changing times.
Our Leadership Empowerment work in 2019 broadened a three-year Lilly Endowment grant focused on fostering
clergy financial literacy, health and wholeness. More than 35 ministry partners and ABHMS staff were trained to
integrate a related toolkit—adaptable for native populations, speakers of languages other than English and people living with disabilities—into a variety of congregational and community ministries.
Chaplaincy, Pastoral Counseling and Specialized Ministries developed a three-phase plan to strengthen connections of its ministry professionals as they combat denominational isolation.
And a two-year integrative program for missional entrepreneurs, Co-Creators Incubator, was launched last year.
The inaugural cohort fostered a spirit of collegiality and collaboration among six entrepreneurs creating innovative
ministries in the name of Jesus, while providing resources to enhance their ministries. Each received a $3,000 seed
grant, hands-on training at two summits in King of Prussia, Pa., mentorship from an interdisciplinary team and
monthly virtual meetings with experts to help their ventures flourish and grow.
On behalf of American Baptist Home Mission Societies, thank you for your past generous support of our transformational mission. Our ministries, along with the ministries of our mission partners, are making a difference in the lives
of so many individuals and families. With your help, we can bring God’s healing touch to so many more. May we
count on your generosity once again?
With gratitude,
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray
Executive Director, ABHMS
Source: https://abhms.org/support/give/where/afc/

Happy 100th Birthday on February 16th to Ed Goetz.
Please show your support by sending him a Birthday Card.
1335 Brook Ct.
Ossian, IN 46777

Free Farm Fresh “Homemade” Eggs
Let Janet in the church office know
if you would be interested.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mondays 12:00-5:00
Tuesdays 9:00-5:00
Wednesdays 12:00-5:00
Thursdays 9:00-5:00
Fridays 9:00-5:00

Continue to join us for church activities
from the comfort and safety of your home!
Wednesday—Bible Study
Thursday—Written Blog
Friday—Zoom prayer meeting for church members
(contact Pastor Scott or the church office for more information)
Saturday—Bonus Sermon.
These are all available through our website:
https://fortwaynebaptist.com/blog/
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HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
NEIL &
DIANA
SOWARDS!!
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NATE
EMMERT!!
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9:00 AM
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BIRTHDAY
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10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
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9:00 AM
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10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
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9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.

