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Hindsight is 2020
But who wants to look backwards? The past year, contrary to popular opinion, is not the worst year ever. For some of you, it’s not
even the worst year you have lived through; but, we can all agree,
it has been pretty bad.

As I write this, one out of every 1,000 Americans who were alive
12 months ago has died of COVID-19, and not only is it mutating,
but the long-term consequences for those who survive are proving
to be worse than expected. The economic impact of the crisis will
continue to show the chasm like cracks in our society. Our nation
has seen riots and violence between civilians and police unlike
anything since the 60s. Belief in utterly insane conspiracy theories, ones that actually have deadly consequences, are still talking
points in the national conversation rather than fodder for tabloids
and obscure internet forums. It’s pretty much a given that most of
the world is going to have some form of PTSD after this.
So what are you going to do about it?
Be the poor in spirit, not so sure
you are right that you unquestionably accept anything that supports
your preconceived ideas.
Be the ones who mourn, grieve
with the hurting and do not reject
their suffering out of hand.
Be the meek, don’t insist on your
“rights” just because you can.
Be the ones who hunger and thirst for righteousness, not just for
you and yours, but for everyone on this Earth.

(continued on next page)

Be the pure in heart, put the call of your faith ahead of your personal gain.
Be the peacemakers, who do the hard work of listening and understanding all sides to
forge out real solutions.
Be persecuted for righteousness’ sake, stop being afraid of the bullies promoting their
agendas and stand up for the truth even if hurts.
Be this, and let God handle the rest.
—Pastor Scott
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The country and world during the corona virus pandemic
Traveling “snow birds”
Phyllis Mortenson passed away on November 16th
Mary Taner passed away on December 10th
The Schaab family as they grieve Don’s mom’s passing early in December
Charlie Powell—continued prayers, improving
Brenda Edwards—continued prayers
Les Roberson—continued prayers, went down to Florida
Hti Mu—continued prayers
Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers
June Smith (Scott’s brother’s mother-in-law)—cancer, having surgery in a few
weeks
John Trammel—continued prayers

GOOD NEWS AND GREAT JOY!!!!
The numbers are in and the destination is known. Last month I told you our grand
total was 1,090 shoeboxes. Well now I can tell you that the boxes went 8,450
miles away to the country of South Africa. South Africa has 55 million people in a
country on the southernmost tip of the African continent and is surrounded on three
sides by the sea. We look forward to possibly hearing from a child who received one
of our boxes.
I personally want to thank everyone who was involved with this year’s shoebox ministry. It was a very unusual year. We had our struggles and wondered if we would
even be able to fill boxes. We persevered and volunteers turned out to help. So many
ways for everyone to participate. We have started purchasing items for 2021 and
monetary donations have been received as well. Let’s see 2021 put up roadblocks. We’ll smash them.
Just to refresh your memory every box we fill has five items in it. 1) a bar of soap and
washcloth, 2) a hat, 3) a toothbrush, 4) school supplies (pencils, eraser, sharpener,
scissors), and 5) a stuffed animal. After those five items, the boxes are filled with
toys, balls, socks, soccer balls, dolls, jump ropes, hair supplies, cars, books, and paper
just to name a few. No donation is too small. If you can pick up a bar of soap or any
of the above items during the year when you do your regular shopping and donate it
to us, it will make a difference.
Let’s hear a hip hip hooray for Fort Wayne Baptist Church and all those who helped
in any way. And thank you Jesus for making all this possible.

Mary Lucille Taner, age 85, died Thursday, December 10, 2020 at Sacred Heart
Home in Avilla. Mrs. Taner was born in Ironton, Ohio on June 16, 1935 to the late
Harry Joseph Barrows and Lucille (Spence) Barrows. She grew up in Covington, Kentucky and moved to Kendallville with her family in 1948. She graduated from Kendallville High School in 1953 and married Charles Wesley Taner on February 14,
1960 at the Trinity Church United Methodist in Kendallville. Charlie preceded her in
death on September 19, 2016. Mary was employed early on with General Electric for
9 years. She also was the financial secretary for the First Baptist Church in Fort
Wayne for 30 years.
Survivors include: Son, Tom and Jodi Taner of Kendallville; Son, Dave and Tammy
Taner of Fort Wayne; Five grandchildren: Phillip (Scarlett Parsons) Taner, Matthew
(Rickilee Orr) Taner, and Nathan Taner; Emily Taner and Nicole Taner; Great grandson, Reign Taner; Sister, Beverly Ann Harrison of Rock Island, Illinois; Niece, Sue
Harrison.
Graveside services and burial will be held Friday, December 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM at
Lake View Cemetery, Kendallville with Pastor Dan Cosentino officiating. Memorial
donations may be made to Legacy Church of Kendallville, Riley Children’s Hospital
or American Cancer Society. Share a memory or send a condolence online at
www.hitefuneralhome.com. Arrangements entrusted to Hite Funeral Home.

At the present time it's not safe for us to have our usual annual meeting of boards.
However these planning sessions are extremely important so that we have no conflicts on our calendar. Obviously we should keep our options open and have such a
session when possible. This unprecedented situation has been a challenge, but if we
remain faithful and optimistic our church will survive the present difficulty so that we
may expect another 200 years.
It is hoped that board members can find ways to meet safely to share ideas for the
coming year.
Obviously this virus had kept us off balance, but the church of Jesus Christ has always
faced challenges and will continue to survive.
Each chairperson should write a report of the actions of their board. These reports
are due by January 15th.
Randall Rusk
Moderator
Are you wondering what do with all those piles of Birthday and Christmas Cards
you’ve received and have been hoarding over the years? It just seems like such a
waste to throw them away, especially when your loved ones had put in the time and
attention to give them to you, yet you don’t have the available space to store them
away. What to do? Oh, I know! Donate them to the church and we will repurpose
them!
1. We can use the fronts to put in the Christmas Shoeboxes. The children love to see
the pretty pictures.
2. I will send the fronts of cards that are not given to the Shoebox ministry to St.
Jude’s Ranch for Children in Nevada. They have a ministry of teenagers and volunteers who make cards to sell and fund their programs. They accept new cards as
well, if you have any that you no longer need. They cannot accept Hallmark, American Greetings, Disney, or cards from other charitable organizations.

Thank you for your generous Christmas
gift. Donation statements for 2020 are
now available. For those who may be
able to attend in January, statements
have been left in the mailboxes on the
main level (across from the restrooms).
For all others, statements are being sent
in the mail, or by email, if requested.
Statements left in the church after January 24th will also be mailed.

Nick Jewell, Financial Secretary

Thank you for the generous gifts from
the members of Fort Wayne Baptist
Church. It was very much appreciated.
The staff of FWBC
Janet, Nick, Scott, Sandy, Colin, Todd,
& Angie

Letter from the Bailey’s from November
that accidentally was missed in the
December newsletter. My apologies.

Dear Pastor and our FWB friends:
Thank you for the prayers, calls and
cards while Larry was hospitalized
and in rehab after his femur fracture. He is home continuing with
home PT and gaining strength each
day. He hopes to be able to return to
church soon. We are grateful for the
support of our church.
Sincerely,
Larry and Joyce Bailey
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mondays 12:00-5:00
Tuesdays 9:00-5:00
Wednesdays 12:00-5:00
Thursdays 9:00-5:00
Fridays 9:00-5:00

Continue to join us for church activities
from the comfort and safety of your home!
Wednesday—Bible Study
Thursday—Written Blog
Friday—Zoom prayer meeting for church members
(contact Pastor Scott or the church office for more information)
Saturday—Bonus Sermon.
These are all available through our website:
https://fortwaynebaptist.com/blog/
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1
2
NEW YEARS
DAY

3
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
COMMUNION

4

5
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
DICK PLUMB!!

6
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
MARK
BUECKER!!

7

8
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
DAVID
SOWARDS!!

9

10
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.

11

12
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
JOYCE
SCHAAB!!

13

14
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
BETH ANN
WEINER!!

15
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
ZAW HTET
OO!!
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9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
JOYCE BAILEY!!
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24
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
JEFF &
CARLENE
BUDD!!
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30

31
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.

25

