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Endless Christmas
For modern Christians, Christmas
day is complete unto itself. It is the
fulfillment of prophecy, the fulness
of God on Earth, the moment of
Salvation. Within the narrative,
however, it is just a beginning. The
child born will one day become the
greatest teacher, will one day perform miracles, will one day raise the dead, will one day die on the
cross, but not that day. That day the child knows only what all
children know, he wants his mama. From our perspective all of
history collapses down into a day, a moment even, but that is not
what it was like for those who lived it.
In this we see the great tension and paradox of Christianity. Now
and not yet. Fulfillment but not completion. All is given but more
is coming. It was true for the prophets who looked forward to the
totality of God, it was true in the foreshadowing sacrifices of the
Temple, it is true in our own lives.
Thus we look at a world that feels wrong somehow. We look at
Christmas in the context of a world that does not seem to know
what has happened to it. A world unsaved, unredeemed, and unready. A world where Life has come that is still entangled in the
things of Death.
This is, in part, because of us. We are not yet quite ready, not
quite there yet. We are still in process, not yet fully given over to
what we are meant to be. That is OK. We are eternally in process,
but it is only OK so long as we keep going. So long as we are pushing forward. Working to fulfillment, not resting on one day’s
grace, whether it be Christmas or our baptism.
(continued on next page)

How long? How long are we in process? How long do we keep struggling to see the fulness of our salvation and the redemption of the world? Until there are no hungry, no
thirsty, no sick, no imprisoned, no strangers. Until within us there is no hate, no envy,
no arrogance, no pride, no selfish ambition.
Some of us will work so hard to make Christmas perfect for our family and friends.
Some who have already been working for months to do so. Struggling to get the right
gifts, to decorate, to prepare meals and treats. Saving and searching to make everything just right for one day.
But Christmas is not a day. It is not a point, floating there by itself in time and space.
Christmas is the beginning of a line that stretches on and is not yet ended.
Celebrate the day, but not as an end unto itself but as we celebrate all births. As a beginning.
—Pastor Scott
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Steve Stoner (Dick & De Stoner’s oldest son)—passed away 11/27
Todd Quinn
Les Roberson—liver cancer
Les Roberson’s family—ex wife passed away
Barb Ramsey
Brenda Edwards
Diane Lothamer—torn knee ligament
Andrea Lowe (Randy & Sharon Rusk’s daughter)—has MS
Marilyn Elliott (Sharon Rusk’s sister)—bladder cancer
Barb’s son-in-law Wayne—cancer
Dennis (Sandy’s brother)—cancer, declining health
Grayson Barnhart (Dick & Cec’s grandson)—3 yr old with juvenile Rheumatoid
Arthritis
Jerry Brown—back surgery
Sue Kerley (Dr. Kerley’s wife)—broke hip
Vaunetta’s Family
Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX REPORT
During the week of November 8-13 eighteen volunteers gathered in the chapel to fill
Christmas shoeboxes. We had lots of items, hundreds of empty shoeboxes, lots of volunteers and loads of enthusiasm. That sounds like a winning combination to me.
How about you?
Well I’m pleased to announce for those who haven’t heard, we filled 1,202 shoeboxes.
That’s 112 boxes more than last year.
Our eleven county area filled 33,036 boxes. Ruth figured that means that every 26 th
box was filled by Fort Wayne Baptist Church. How awesome is that?
Now we have to wait to find where our shoeboxes ended up. Watch the church newsletter for the destination.

I personally want to thank everyone and I mean everyone who had anything to do with
the shoeboxes— whether you came to work days, donated items, financially supported
the ministry, filled a box, loaded cartons onto the trailer or dropped coins and bills in
the noisy offering tin. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. I appreciate every one
of you.
Sharon

Shut-In Ministry
Please help us remember our members who are unable to
attend church by bringing small items for their Christmas bags. We only have three this year - Beth Ann
Weiner, Bud Marker, and Les Roberson. If you know of
anyone who should be added to the list please let the office know. Items for the bags might include such things
as prepackaged edible treats (sugar-free probably best),
fruit such as apples or oranges, puzzle books, postage
stamps, small devotional books, lotion, Christmas ornaments, or anything that you
might like to receive yourself. Christmas greetings to our shut-in friends would be
most welcome as well. We will be filling the bags on Sunday, December 12th, during
the Sunday School hour, so please bring your contributions to the office prior to that
or on the 12th.
Thank you,
Ruth
Staff Christmas Gifts
We would like to present a cash gift of appreciation to each staff member this Christmas season. We know how quickly time passes during this busy season, so we would
appreciate receiving your gift no later than Wednesday, December 16th. We will be
sharing these gifts with the staff on December 19th during the Worship Service.

It’s time to start thinking about donating a poinsettia
to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.
We invite you to bring your poinsettias no later than
Sunday December 12th.

The Diaconate board is sponsoring a carry-in Christmas Brunch
after the worship service on December 19th. There will be a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside of the office so we
can have an idea of what people are bringing. The Diaconate
board will provide the main dish and beverages.
Christmas Card Box
The Pathfinder Sunday School Class once again is making it easy for
everyone to send Christmas greetings to the members of FWBC. The
Christmas Card box is located in the lobby.
Please do not put cards in for non-attendees.
We will not mail cards out that are not picked up.
The Pathfinders Sunday School Class Chili Supper and Craft Auction was a success!
Our generous craft item donators and bidders helped us raise over $2,500 for local,
state, national, and international missions!

Trunk or Treat was a success!
12 vehicles and at least 250
children visited us.

We will be having our annual congregational business meeting on Sunday December 12th
immediately following the worship service.
The agenda will include the following:
1. Approval of the 2022 Budget
2. Presentation and voting on the 2022 slate of officers & board members
3. Presentation of a motion to change the name of Fort Wayne Baptist Church to First Baptist
Church of Fort Wayne
4. State of the Church - Pastor Scott Carter
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