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August is here! We start the celebration of the Bicentennial for 

First Baptist Church August 3rd at 4pm. Are we ready? Yes! 

 

I want to give a great big ñThank Youò to the Bicentennial Com-

mittee. This committee is lead by Nancy Noak and includes Ruth 

Proctor, Neil Sowards, Rev. William Deans, Brenda Routhier, 

Pastor Saw Lincoln, and me. It is a pleasure to have such dedicat-

ed and motivated committee members. 

 

As I reflect on the meaning of the 200th Anniversary of First Bap-

tist Church, there is a biblical story that comes to mind. It is the 

story of Nehemiah. I encourage all of us to read it. Nehemiah was 

a Jewish exile in the Persian Court. The Israelites had endured 

70 years of exile. Nehemiah was passionate  about rebuilding the 

walls of Jerusalem so that the Israelites could return in safety to 

Jerusalem. The task at hand involved all the recently returned 

exiles committing to the project with their heart and soul. In the 

end, even with lots of opposition, the job was done and the walls 

were restored. 

 

First Baptist Church is in good repair and there are plans to ren-

ovate the sanctuary and the front lobby. The rebuild that First 

Baptist Church needs is to rebuild itôs membership. The Bicen-

tennial reminds us of the past and helps us to better understand 
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¶ Dick & Cec PlumbðCec is at Orchard Pointe Health Campus in Kendallville for  

      rehabilitation 

¶ Larry Baileyðrecovering from cataracts surgery on 7/27 

¶ Les Robersonðcontinued prayers 

¶ Barb Ramseyðcontinued prayers 

¶ Brenda Edwardsðcontinued prayers 

¶ Duane Arvola (Janetôs uncle)ðcancer, continued prayers 

¶ Michael Clark (Vaunettaôs daughter-in-lawôs father)ðskin cancer 

¶ Carol (Barbôs daughter)ðmelanoma on head, 2 lesions on brain, & 2 lesions on 

lung, continued prayers 

¶ Diana (Brenda Routhierôs sister)ðcontinued prayers 

¶ Seth (Vaunettaôs grandson)ðcontinued prayers 

 the present situation. What about the future? The mission and vision of First Baptist 

Church is to be a ñmission outpostò in Fort Wayne, IN. It is also a supporter of mission 

internationally through our affiliation with the Burmese Christian Fellowship. I re-

cently submitted my preliminary report on the interviews I have conducted with 

church members and affiliates to the Church Council. What I shared is the good news 

that those who call First Baptist Church their spiritual home are committed to secur-

ing a future as a mission minded congregation. 

 

Ultimately, the success of any future endeavors as a congregation are tied closely to 

what the presence of God in Christ is instructing us to be and to do. I am glad to speak 

with all who have ideas or inspirations from the Holy Spirit about the next steps after 

the Bicentennial celebrations. In the meantime, I am excited about what is planned in 

collaboration with the Burmese Christian Fellowship. I hope you are as well. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Interim Pastor Peter Janzen 



I read recently something regarding shoeboxes.  A teenager wrote "Through a shoe-

box you can be a missionary from home and can share the Gospel with other kids 

around the world."   

 

I believe that.  I know that not just items are put in a shoebox but a lot of love goes 

in.  I know that a lot of prayer goes in as well.  I certainly hope the child receiving the 

box feels it too.  And Samaritan's Purse makes sure that every shoebox includes The 

Greatest Journey showing the children how to follow Jesus Christ in faith and obedi-

ence. 

 

Thank you for being missionaries.  

 

 

Upcoming Shoebox Work Days: 

 

Thursday, Aug 11 and Monday, Aug 29 

Thursday, Sept 15 and Monday, Sept 26 

Thursday, Oct 6 (GGG) and Wed, Oct 26   

and of course our shoebox filling week Monday, Nov 7 thru Saturday, Nov 12 

 

 

ðSharon 



We hope to see all of you at our kick-off event Wednesday August 3 at 4:00pm. The 

Celebration that day is a short service in front of the church by the monument.  There 

will be a welcome from Randy Rusk, proclamation from the mayor, a historical take 

from Dr. Deans. The reception following will be in Isaac McCoy Hall. 

 

Pastor Janzen has done an interview with WBCL that will air next week, and ABC 

News is doing a story on our church and the celebration. WOWO will be doing some-

thing too. 

  

Our Riverboat tour is sure to be fun September 7th. Ruth will have more details as the 

time nears.  

 

There will be more details concerning the joint service with Burmese on October 16th 

coming as that time nears. 

  

With great anticipation we look forward to seeing everyone who can come Wednes-

day, August 3rd at 4:00. 

 

Your Anniversary Celebration Committee, 

 

Neil Sowards, Pastor Janzen, Pastor Lincoln, Brenda Routhier, Ruth Proctor, and 

Nancy Noak  

 

 


