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I have been reflecting on the verse Nehemiah 8:10 “The joy of the
Lord is my strength.” Also in The Celebration Hymnal #541 is
found “The Joy of the Lord is (My) Your Strength.” In context,
the people of Israel had just returned to Jerusalem after 70 years
of Babylonian exile. The High Priest Ezra had the teaching of
Moses and the Law read to the people. The Israelites wept because they were convicted of their sin of ignorance about the
Law. Ezra assured them “The joy of the Lord is your strength!”
In our world today there seems to be little cause for rejoicing.
Nehemiah 8:10 reminds us that there is hope and a way through
trying times. Music is able to lift our hearts to the Lord. While
preparing this meditation I listened to three different versions of
“The Joy of the Lord is my strength!” Worship allows us to both
praise God and listen to the Biblical promise of God. That promise is this: “I (The Lord) will never leave you nor forsake
you!”
What troubles you today? Remember Nehemiah 8:10 “The Joy
of the Lord is your strength!”
Interim Pastor Peter Janzen

200th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION ABOARD
THE CANAL BOAT “SWEET BREEZE”
September 7, 2022
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Joan Morgan—continued prayers, recovering at home
Peggy Richter—continued prayers
Becky Lewis—continued prayers, complications from recent surgery
Les Roberson—continued prayers
Barb Ramsey—continued prayers
Brenda Edwards—continued prayers
Elly Welch—continued prayers
Duane Arvola (Janet’s uncle)—passed away September 5
Diana (Brenda Routhier’s sister)—continued prayers
Pam Lutz (Vaunetta’s friend)—Temporal Arteritis
Seth (Vaunetta’s grandson)—continued prayers

Oh My! It’s Getting So Close To Shoebox Filling Week!
Cartons of shoeboxes are in and being folded………………………………………………
Items in packages being unpackaged………………………………………………………….
School kits are being put together……………………………………………………………...
Shoeboxes are having insert put in boxes and labels attached……………………….
Soap and washcloth are being wrapped……………………………………………………...
Underwear, socks, hats being counted………………………………………………………..
It looks to me like we are really making progress towards our filling week coming up
soon. We still have two more work days to finish up little details. A reminder of these
dates:
Thursday, October 6th 10-3 pm
and
Tuesday, October 18th 10-3 pm
(please note this is a date change
as I am going to be out of town when I originally set the date)
Don’t worry we still have plenty to do on the 6th and 18th. There are school kits still to
be assembled, dolls to be unpackaged, art kits to be assembled, as well as soap and
washcloth put together.
Picture the chapel on shoebox filling week. Empty shoeboxes against one wall. Long
tables running the length of the room. Tables piled with school supplies, soap/
washcloth, hats, underwear, socks, soccer balls, checkers, jacks, marbles, dinosaurs,
cars, stuffed animals, books, dolls, jump ropes……….well I think you get the picture.
It’s fun and very exciting to be in the room with others and happily filling shoeboxes
knowing some child somewhere in the world is going to get a gift from us and a study
about Jesus in a short period of time.
The shoebox filling week is Monday November 7th to Saturday the 12th from 10-3.
Are you ready?

Sharon

On Sunday, October 16, as part of our 200th Anniversary Celebration, we will be worshipping with the Burmese Christian Fellowship at their service, which meets at
11:45 am. Therefore, Sunday School classes that day will begin at 10:45. Please mark
your calendars and come to participate—just a little later than usual.
Thank you.
C. E. Board

Mark Your Calendars!!!
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 11:45 AM
CELEBRATE OUR INTERNATIONAL CONNECTION
WITH OUR BURMESE FRIENDS AT THEIR WORSHIP SERVICE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 5 PM
FREE CHILI SUPPER AND CRAFT AUCTION FOR MISSIONS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 10 AM
CELEBRATE OUR SHOEBOX MINISTRY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 11 AM
ENJOY CHRISTMAS DINNER WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 11:45 AM
WORSHIP WITH THE BURMESE,
HEAR FROM OUR LEGACY RECIPIENTS,
LOOK TO OUR FUTURE!

WE STEPPED BACK IN HISTORY TO CELEBRATE
200 YEARS AT HISTORIC FORT WAYNE!
What a great Fort Service we had September 25th, inspiring, historical, and we were
even baptized with a brief sprinkle. Thank you to Ruth and Del, Dr. Deans, Pastor
Janzen, and Colin for his music. Special thanks to Nick Jewell for preparing the bulletin. And last but not least thank you to Brenda Routhier and her daughter, Katie,
for preparing our delicious dinner.
Stay tuned for further details on our October 16th event, a combined service with our
Burmese friends.
Nancy Noak

STEWARDSHIP 2023
“Let’s continue”……a teacher saying that when we were in school may have brought a few sighs and
groans. But, when we, the congregation of First Baptist Church, say it, it means “LET’S GO! Let’s
continue the work started by Isaac McCoy 200 years ago.”
Chief Little Turtle had a vision and desire for the future of his people. First Baptist has the same
vision. It starts with our beliefs and faith to follow the path God sets before us. To open the doors
and provide teaching and fellowship. To provide a place where we can lean on another’s shoulder
or be blessed by fantastic music.
But to do this, to keep First Baptist Church’s doors open, requires a financial commitment from
each of you. The 2023 Financial Commitment letter and card is on its way. By making a commitment, you allow us to provide salaries, keep the lights on, pay the phone bill, and even the mundane—buy coffee. It is important for the day to day operations of our church. You budget at home,
we need to do the same.
Please spend some time with the Lord on this decision and prayerfully consider what you might
commit for the coming year. This request is not binding. The last several years has shown us that
life can quickly change and so can our personal finances.
We ask that your cards be returned to the church by October 16.
“LET’S CONTINUE!” Two hundred years never looked so good!
Sincerely,
Susan Elser

TRUNK OR TREAT!
We will be hosting Trunk or Treat this year for the neighborhood and for the Boys and Girls Club on
Monday, October 31 during the hours determined by the city, which this year are 5:30-7:30 pm,
which means we should have our cars in place around 5:00. Weather permitting, we will be using
the front church lawn for our cars so that our parking lot can accommodate both neighborhood cars
and cars doing pick-ups for the Boys and Girls Club. We already know that there will be 130 children from the Boys and Girls Club. In past years we have had around 200 neighborhood children,
so we need to be prepared for possibly as many as 300-350 children. There will be a sign up sheet
on the bulletin board outside the church office. Please indicate your willingness to help with this
outreach endeavor. If you cannot be there that night, donations of candy or money to purchase
treats would be most appreciated. This is a great opportunity to make a connection, no matter how
brief, with the kids who use our church building everyday and with those who live in the neighborhood.
Thanks!
The C.E. Board

Old shoes or eyeglasses taking up space in your home?
Donate them!
The Heritage Lions Club is working with Changing Footprints to collect used shoes of all types, sizes, and
conditions. They are also collecting used eyeglasses. Flip flops, sandals, fancy or grungy, high heels, baby
and children’s shoes – ANY shoes (or eyeglasses, single lens, and sunglasses – even old cell phones) are acceptable.

You can leave your donations in the provided boxes next to the sanctuary steps in the lobby. Please
do so by the end of October!
80% of the shoes collected are distributed within 100 miles of Allen County. Shoes are also distributed to
disaster areas throughout the United States and overseas to developing nations.
When people lose everything to floods, fire, or hurricanes, shoes are high on their list of immediate needs.
The people affected by the recent floods in Kentucky received a large number of shoes from Changing Footprints.
Gathering and distributing used shoes prevents them from ending up in landfills. Any athletic shoes that
can no longer be worn are sent to Nike to be ground up and made into playground surfaces and running
tracks. For more on Nike’s repurposing, visit nikegrind.com.
PLEASE HAVE YOUR DONATIONS IN NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 TH!

Pastor Janzen will be out of the office
October 4th and October 7th. Guest
preacher Larry Augsburger will be
here Sunday October 9th.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mondays 9:00-5:00
Tuesdays 9:00-5:00
Wednesdays 9:00-5:00
Thursdays 11:00-5:00
Fridays 9:00-5:00

Donation Statements have been printed
and are available for pick up on the bulletin
table in the sanctuary. Don’t forget to pick
yours up on Sunday. They are being mailed
to those who are not able to attend church.

First Baptist Church
October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Communion
Coffee Hour—
Janet Welch

3

4

5

6
7
10-3
Shoebox
Workday
HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
JIM & PEGGY
RYAN!!

8

9
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Noisy Offering
Coffee Hour—
The Bailey’s

10

11

12

13

14
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
CARLENE
BUDD!!

15

16
10:45 AM
Sunday School
11:45 AM
Joint Worship
Coffee Hour—
Brenda Routhier

17

18
19
10-3
Shoebox
Workday
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
VIOLA EDGAR!!

20

21

22

23
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Coffee Hour—
Ed Jennings
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
LES ROBERSON!!

24

25
6:00 PM
Council Meeting

27

28
29
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
JIM RYAN!!

30
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship Srvc.
Coffee Hour—
Salad Carry-In

31
TRUNK
OR
TREAT

26
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
DON
SCHAAB!!

